MURRIETA, CA

Happy Mother’s Day! (May 9)

LIBRARY OPENING SPEAKS VOLUMES

MAY 2021

SK president’s report:

Wishes come true;
let’s hear from you

W

Photo by Ted Vollmer

LIBRARY DEBUT: Carol O’Connell is among the first to check out the remodeled clubhouse library on April 14. Closed for more than a year, the library is open from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays since the county moved into the Orange tier.on April 6.

hen I was growing up and my
birthday or Christmas
was drawing near, my
mom would ask me:
“Did you make a Wish
List?” “Did you write
down a list for Santa?”
And, over the years
Sandy
I've responded to Wish
Vollmer
Lists for my children's
SKA
president
school, or my church,
or Girl Scouts /Boy
Scouts and other worthy causes.
The Spring Knolls volunteer board is
putting together a Wish List, too, for
different areas. As you do your Spring
cleaning or find there are some things
See SKA PRESIDENT, page 2

Read closely about
Fingers crossed that better Covid ‘weeding’ closely!

stats will nudge us to ‘Yellow’ tier

W

hen Riverside County entered
the ‘Orange’ tier on April 6,
optimism climbed that we soon
would all be moving to ‘Yellow’.
Not so fast.
While hospitalizations have continued to steadily fall across the county,
infection rates have stubbornly inched
up. Figures released April 27 showed
the county rate of new positive Covid

What’s

tests at nearly twice the number
needed, 2.0 per 100,000 population,
for at least two weeks to move into
the Yellow tier.
What that all means for Spring
Knolls residents is the status quo. At
least for now. Certain amenities like
the pools, library and gym will be
See COVID, page 3

Got a green thumb? Tell us
how you want to use it! / P8

By Jan Towers
SK Compliance Administrator

Hello neighbors!
The recent lovely
rains were so good for
the trees an
d plants but … they’re
back!
Unfortunately, that
means we are now
Jan Towers
seeing an abundance
of those nasty invaders. Weeds!!
Let’s all be good neighbors and keep
our yards cleaned up and weed free!
See WEEDS, page 2
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SKA President
• President:
Sandy Vollmer /
(951) 319-6749
• Vice President:
Cyndy May /
(951) 600-1472
• Treasurer:
Maggie Underwood /
(951) 216-8379
• Age & Rentals:
Candy Lee /
(951) 239-0669
• Architectural:
Bill Desmond /
(951) 240-9065
• Facilities:
Ron Sieber /
(951) 541-6276
• Compliance Administrator:
Jan Towers /
(951) 616-4443
• Common Grounds, Streets,
Trashcans, Umbrella Committee
Holli Hanson / (661) 972-0799
• Secretary (open)

• Senior Advocates:
Larraine Ocanna / (951) 698-2334
Debbie Adelhelm / (760) 717-9876
• Spring Knolls Emergency Response Team:
Alan Hanson / (714) 493-1709
‘In the Know in Spring Knolls’
Cindy Woody / (319) 239-7797
• Spring Knolls Common grounds:Hank Hein,
Robert Raquel, Miguel Enriquez, Alan
Hanson, Charlene Kirkwood
• Caretaker: April North / (951) 722-0759
• Boosters: Dorothy Vaughn / (951) 696-0871
• Library: Karen Jacobs / (951) 265-6292
• Spring Knolls News editor:
Ted Vollmer / (951) 319-6749;

tscjnews@gmail.com
• Spring Knolls News, flyer delivery team:
Debbie Adelhelm, Dorothy Vaughn

Wishing for
help, donations

May 2021

Print books.That section has become very popular,The library also
can use books for the Neighborhood Libraries as well as for the
library’s main collection. See the
library wish list on Bonus page 10.

When given a bunch of lemons,
like Covid-19, make lemonade.
you’re just not ever going to use
That's what our volunteers are doagain please help us by checking our
ing. They're decorating, they're
lists. If there's something that you
painting, they're planting, they're
can donate, please give Holli Hanson or me a call. We both have
Spring Knolls Board
pickup trucks and will be happy to
collect any donations. Our volunApril 21 meeting, page 3
teer groups are willing and ready to
work with your donations.
fixing. They're preparing for the
So, what kinds of things are we
opening of everything.
looking for? These are on our outIt's exciting! We're getting ready
door grounds list:
for summer barbecues, fun time
1. Patio furniture, i.e. Chairs, side
tables, tables, etc. Holli's volunteers with our grandchildren at the pool,
are working on making a few conver- and parades and honoring our vetersation nooks in the back clubhouse ans, and so much more.
grounds area.
If you haven’t felt the positive enDon't worry if items need painting ergy and momentum throughout our
or repairs; our volunteers are exCommunity, then please do yourself
perts in all of that. Let us take a look a favor and come on out and join in.
and see what we can do.
Contact a Board member, contact a
2. Cushions for the furniture, i.e.
neighbor …. we’re all working toSeat cushions, throw pillows, etc.
gether to build-up Spring Knolls.
3. Umbrella stands, umbrellas.
My final wish for this month:
4. Flower pots. Medium to large,
Happy Mother’s Day to all the
any color.
moms, and a Memorial Day tribute
5. Small boulders (rocks) for hillside planting. Remember, we have
to all who’ve served our country!
From page 1

trucks and we'll haul.
A group is working on hillside garden-scapes along the dog park
path. Plantings will be intermingled
with rocks.
6. Plants. Drought-resistant erosion
control ground cover plants, such as
Creeping Thyme, Sedum, Creeping Sage, Freeway Daisy and
Creeping Phlox. If you have any in
your garden and will allow us cuttings that works, too. Examples on
Bonus page 9.
7. Lumber for planter boxes for a
Community Garden, see page 8 for
details. Even if it's something we
have to take apart such as pallets,
that will also work great.
Our wish list extends to the library,
which can always use more Large

Weeds …
From page 1

Per Spring Knolls Association
CC&Rs Section 6.2 “Owners Maintenance Responsibilities” and Rules
and Guidelines (R&G, Section 13
“Property Maintenance” and R&G
Fines and Penalties, Section 13
“Unmaintained Property” we are all
required to remove weeds on our
property (including street gutters
and banks).
Thank you!
If you have any questions, please
contact me at (951) 616-4443.

Spring Knolls Association office
38441 Via La Paloma; Murrieta, CA 92563 (951) 677-6862

springknolls1@verizon.net
A 55+ age-restricted community
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Covid ...
From page 1

open during limited hours, while
others (card and billiard rooms and
Jacuzzi) will remain closed.
The gym is open from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. daily to no more than two residents at a time for up to a half hour.
As of now, the library is open from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Boxes of free books also
are available outside the library
Tuesdays through Saturday.
Although the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) is now advising that
fully vaccinated people no longer
need to wear masks outside, the SK
mask requirement will remain in
force since there is no practical or
legal way to ask people their immunization status.
If county Covid numbers change
significantly, leading to shifts in
Spring Knolls rules, the board will
notify residents quickly through In
the Know in Spring Knolls blasts, bulletin
board postings and in other ways.

Spring Knolls News
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Health’nSafety
Riverside trailing on
vaccination rates
Riverside County is trailing most Southern California counties in administering
Covid-19 vaccine shots, with nearly 88%
of residents — many under 16 and ineligible — yet to get their first dose, health
officials say.
April 28 health figures show higher
county vaccine rates than San Bernardino
County. However, San Diego, Ventura,
Orange and Los Angeles counties all have
greater percentages of residents 16 or
older who are partially or fully vaccinated.
San Diego County leads Southern California with 24.4% of its residents at least
partially vaccinated and Ventura County is
first, with 32.9% fully vaccinated. San Bernardino County, at 10.8% has the lowest
percentage who have received at least
one shot, right behind Riverside
By April 28, more than 1.45 million eligible Riverside County residents had received at least one dose. And, nearly
600,000 residents are fully vaccinated.

April 21 Spring Knolls Board
Approved: $2,500 for preparation of SK financial statements, tax preparations. The 2021 amount is the same paid as last year.
Reports:
 Facilities (Ron Sieber): Entry gate system repairs completed.
 Common Grounds (Holli Hanson): Broken dog park and backflow
valves replaced. Volunteers relocated roses; hand watering will be replaced by drip system. Parking lot, dog pathway cracks, berm reduction
on Via Princesa among future projects. Front entry now has benches, a
neighborhood library, flowers and two new bulletin boards.
 Architectural (Bill Desmond): Numerous applications for home projects have been filed, being addressed.
 Compliance (Jan Towers): Residents urged to report backyard weeds
to Murrieta Code Enforcement; the SK board lacks jurisdiction over
back yards.
 Ages and Rentals (Candice Lee): Working to acquire few remaining
resident forms, and working on the fob system.
 Treasurer (Maggie Underwood): Year-to-date revenue/income,
$400,215; year-to-date operating expenses, $71,802.
The board’s next meeting is set for 9:30 a.m. May 21 through
ZOOM and on the back patio by Eaker Hall. Masks and
social distancing required. Abbreviated link:
https://bit.ly/2Me1YPn
Meeting ID: 863 1774 1882 … Passcode: 069221

So Cal vaccinations (as of April 28)
Los Angeles County: (pop.,10.4 million)
 Partially or fully vaccinated: 45.1%
 Partially vaccinated
15.5
 Fully vaccinated
29.6
Orange County: (pop.,3.2 million)
 Partially or fully vaccinated: 46.4 %
 Partially vaccinated
14.8
 Fully vaccinated
31.6
Riverside County: (pop., 2.1 million)
 Partial or fully vaccinated: 36.2 %
 Partially vaccinated
11.9
 Fully vaccinated
24.3
San Bernardino County: (pop., 2.1 million)
 Partially or fully vaccinated: 32.3 %
 Partially vaccinated
10.8
 Fully vaccinated
21.5
San Diego County: (pop., 3.2 million)
 Partially or fully vaccinated: 56.7%
 Partially vaccinated
24.4
 Fully vaccinated
32.3
Ventura County: (pop.,844,713 )
 Partially or fully vaccinated: 47.1 %
 Partially vaccinated
14.2
 Fully vaccinated
32.9

So, where can I get a shot?
Nearly all local pharmacies in Murrieta and Temecula
listed below provide Covid-19 vaccinations. As a rule they
also require appointments and discourage walk-ins.
Following is a list of places providing vaccinations.
You may also check on local availability in Riverside
County at https://www.rivcoph.org/COVID-19-Vaccine
 Walgreens, 29910 Murrieta Hot Springs Road, 894-1476
 Walgreens, 40420 Murrieta Hot Springs Road, 698-7459
 Walgreens Pharmacy, 33060 Antelope Road, 301-0670
 Sam's Club, 40500 Murrieta Hot Springs Road, 696-4513
 Albertsons Pharm., 39140 Winchester Road, 600-4479
 Albertsons Pharm., 41000 California Oaks, 600-1127
 Albertsons Pharmacy, 28047 Scott Road, 679-5328
 Albertsons Pharmacies, Temecula, 694-0055; 303-1144
 Vons Pharmacy, 38995 Sky Canyon Drive, 677-6375
 Walmart ,41200 Murrieta Hot Springs Road 461-1481
 CVS Pharms., Temecula, 695-1713, 699-7587, 303-3164
 Rite Aid Pharmacy, Temecula, 676-0703
 Vons Pharmacy, Temecula, 695-7273
 Walmart Pharmacy, Temecula, 506-7631
 Sav-On Pharmacy, Temecula, 694-0055
 Ralphs Pharmacy, Temecula, 303-8764
In addition to the pharmacies listed above, shots are being administered at various county or school sites.
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Know your elected
representatives:
Mayor: Scott Vinton
1 Town Square
Murrieta, CA 92562
(951) 461-6016
Supervisor: Chuck Washington
37600 Sky Canyon Drive #505
Murrieta, CA 92563
(951) 955-1030
…………………………………
Governor: Gavin Newsom:
1303 10th St., Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-2841
State Senate: Melissa Melendez

25186 Hancock Ave, Suite 320
Murrieta, CA 92562
(951) 894-3530
State Assembly: Kelly Seyarto
Capitol office, Room 5126
P.O. Box 942849, Sacramento
942849-0067 (916) 319-2067
District office: 41391 Kalmia St.;
Murrieta, CA (951) 894-1232
www.asm.ca.gov/67
U.S. Senate: Diane Feinstein
880 Front Street, Suite 4236
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 231-9712
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-3841
U.S. Senate: Alex Padilla
B03 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-3553

600 B St., San Diego, Suite 2240

U.S. House: Ken Calvert
400 S. Vicentia Ave. Suite 125
Corona, CA 92882
(951) 277-0042
2205 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
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Ho gePodge

ONLY THE DUCKS THINK THEY ARE: Real, that is.
We’ve recently run into a problem in which ducks have
been frolicking in our pools. Normally, if they were Spring
Knolls residents (which they aren’t) or were wearing
masks (which they weren’t) and social distancing (don’t
get us started) their use of the pool would be OK. Facilities director Ron Sieber floated (pun intended) the idea of
recruiting some artificial hawks and owls to discourage
our fowl guests. Guess what? They worked!
READY FOR A DIP? Now that the ducks are gone, it’s
your turn to use the pools, which are now open for limited
use that — short of training for the Olympics — should
satisfy anyone’s floating desires. We remain under some
restrictions, though: Residents only … 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesdays – Saturday … half-hour, unless no one is waiting … face coverings (except in the water) … social distancing. There now are a few chaise lounges and chairs
available. Sorry, the showers are still off limits.

NO HARM, NO FOWL: Facility
director Ron Sieber poses with a
clubhouse hawk that seems to be
keeping wayward ducks at bay.

MOTHER’S DAY ORIGINS: Mother’s Day 2021, on May 9, traces its origins to Ann
Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia. Before the Civil War, Ann helped start “Mother’s
Day Work Clubs” to teach local women
how to raise their children. In 1868,
she organized “Mother’s Friendship
Day” as a way mothers could promote
reconciliation with former Union and
Confederate soldiers.
In 1908, Ann’s daughter, Anna Jarvis, celebrated her mother’s legacy in
a West Virginia Methodist Church in
what is viewed as the first Mother’s
Ann Reeves Jarvis Anna Jarvis
Day. Her idea caught on and in 1914,
President Woodrow Wilson declared that the second Sunday in May would be
Mother’s Day. Anna grew to deeply resent the commercialization of Mother’s Day
and worked to end it as a holiday. Ann would have been proud of her daughter.
THEN CAME MEMORIAL DAY: This holiday (May 31, 2021), like Mother’s Day, had its
origins in 1868. Known first as Decoration Day, it was held to honor those lost in the Civil
War that ended in 1865. On the first Decoration Day, May 30, 1868, Gen. James Garfield
(later president) spoke to 5,000 gathered at Arlington National Cemetery, who
then decorated the graves of 20,000 Civil War soldiers buried there. In 1968, the
May 30 date of the renamed Memorial Day moved to the last Monday in May beginning in 1971. This year is the 50th anniversary of that change.
DOG DAYS OF SUMMER COMING: Those who love dogs know they love going on
walks, so protect them from heat stroke
and burned paws. Even at 77 degrees air
temperature, asphalt can heat up to 125.
Doggie paws burn easily and that can
lead to heat stroke and death. The best
veterinarian advice: If walking your dog
on concrete or asphalt, do it before 8
a.m. or after 8 p.m. Also, opt for walks in grassy areas, or even in your home. Or,
socks, paw wax and booties and shoes can protect your dog’s feet from burns.
They’re our best friends; return the sentiment. A simple test - place your hand on
the surface. If you can’t hold it there for 5 - 10 seconds, it’s too hot for Fido.
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SKERT: (Spring Knolls Emergency Response Team)

Area Coordinator of the Month:

Patti O’Connell

Wanted: Emergency info, medical
volunteers, information mail tubes
By Cindy Woody

M

ost Area Coordinators should
have approached you about updating or filling out your EMERGENCY
RESPONSE SHEET.
If you have not been approached,
please contact your Area Coordinator or
me and we’ll help you do that.
This information is vital and will help
you in case of an emergency and help us
better help you.
We still need Area Coordinators to
help service certain Spring Knolls
streets. Please think about serving your
neighborhood in this important way.
You’re welcome to talk to us or attend
one of our monthly meetings to see if
you think this is something you would
enjoy. We would love to have you!!!

Medical volunteers

As we told you last month, we are also
looking for volunteers with medical experience to help in case of an emergency. Please contact me at (319) 2397797 for more information or if you have
any questions.

Mailbox tubes

Our Spring Knolls Emergency Response Team, along with the Spring
Knolls Board, would really appreciate
everyone having an information tube by
their mailbox for flyers, the Spring Knolls
News, or other important information.
If you need assistance let us know.

In the Know …

I appreciate all the
phone calls, texts,
emails, or when you
stop me on the street
to thank me for putting out these
blasts. You are welcome!
Cindy Woody
SKERT Area
I’m happy you find
coordinator
them interesting and
captain
helpful. If something
happens, please first
report it to the police nonemergency
line, (951) 696-3615, then notify
me. After that we can blast it out.
If it’s something else you’re concerned
about but did not call police let me
know and we will review it for a possible blast. We really stress that you call
police first. If you see something, say
something.
Keep paying attention. Things are
opening up more and more. If we keep
on the current track the governor says
we may be totally open in June. With
masks and good sense, that is.
Send your name and lot number to
skcindy2020@yahoo.com and I’ll get
you on the blast list right away with
about 200 of your fellow residents. ALSO, if you change email addresses, please let me know. These
email blasts are only for Spring Knolls
residents.

My name is Patti O'Connell and
I recently joined the SKERT team
as an area coordinator.
My area is the Via Escarlata
loop off of Via Princesa; the little
island of homes in the middle.
I was wanting to get to know
my neighbors
better and being an Area Coordinator
seemed like a
good fit. I feel
like I am contributing a little
to our community as well.
Patti O’Connell
I love living
in the Knolls
and I look forward to meeting
some of you! If you need to reach
me, text or call (916) 955-3895.

Murrieta Police
Emergencies: 911 / Regular:
(951) 696-3615
Headquarters: 2 Town
Square, Murrieta
www.murrietaca.gov/153/Police

Murrieta Fire
Emergencies: 911 / Regular:
(951) 696-3615
Nearest station: Station #3
39985 Whitewood Road;
(951) 698-1451
www.murrietaca.gov/154/Fire

Flock license plate ‘Safe list’ needs more sign ups
details to follow.
We now have 95
On March 25, the Red Cross conresidents signed up for
ducted a Zoom class for us on wildfire the Flock camera “safe
preparedness.
list”. We’re still lookWe had about 20 attendees,
ing for more, so please
throughout the entire Knolls area,
sign up your license
which was fewer than I anticipated.
plate numbers at
Alan Hanson
I have another Zoom session
https://bit.ly/3t8Ww0P
planned with Margaret Vinci of CalOr, please contact me at (714) 493Tech on earthquake preparedness;
1709 for help getting registered.
By Alan Hanson
SKERT chairman

Golf Knolls is urging residents to
sign up for the safe list, as well.
The Safety Awareness Committee
had its first meeting on April 8. We
discussed a variety of topics and on
May 13 will discuss the Flock cameras,
intruders and other issues.
I was asked to join the Earthquake
Country Alliance as a Co-Chair. In a
future edition, I’ll give you more information on that.
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Ask your . . .

Spring Knolls Boosters

EASTER GOODIES HIPPITY-HOPPING ...
CANDY PREPPING:
Members of the
Spring Knolls Boosters prepare Easter
candies for residents.
Clockwise from top:
Lorraine Haber, Holli
Hanson, Linda Dunn,
Betty Dutton, Jan
Towers, Debbie
Adelhelm and
Charlene Kirkwood.

Photo by Dorothy
Vaughn, president

We hope you enjoyed your Easter
treats. All of us had fun putting them
together. It was nice to
see everyone.
Debbie Adelhelm and I
had fun with the deliveries, because some residents even got to be entertained by our Peter
Cottontail song!!
(Well, we thought it

Marie Anderson
Loretta Brown
Dee Carranza
Raphael Cervantes
Marcia Chilver
James Dixon
Gloria Ellington
Miguel Enriquez
Helen Gibbons
Ted Gohlich
Gail Hein

May 2021

was entertaining!!!)
Slowly, surely, and of course safely
we seem to be in a lot better place than we were a
while ago. I hope all is
well with you and
your family.
Happy Mother's Day
wishes to all you beautiful
ladies ...
— Dorothy Vaughn,

Architectural Director

No color change?
No permit needed
Mr. C asked:
“I want to repaint the
entire exterior of my
house with exactly
the same colors as
present. Do I need a
permit?”

Bill Desmond
Architectural
director

Bill’s answer:
No. Since there’s no change of
color, no permit is required.
Call Bill at 951 240-9065 with any
questions about home improvement
or yard projects.
Permit applications are available
outside the Spring Knolls Association
office near the bulletin board.

Boosters president

Dave Jefferson
Leonora Jefferson
Jayne Lynch
Nancy Maurice
Manuel Mojarro
Alyx Morgan
Walter Nelson
Kathleen Petrie
William Post
Bobbie Purcell
Ritch Purcell

Karin Rand
Keith Richards
Ron Robertson
Doug Stark
Janet Stewart
Kathleen Taylor
Victor Tejeda
Renate Whitney
Norman Withers
Libby Wooster

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY!
LEN & MARIE ANDERSON
JOE & JANICE COMPTON
VICTOR & NORMA TEJEDA

IN MEMORIAM
Barry Dickson

Roger Dean Eaker

Debra Jean Thomas

(April 1928 - March 27, 2021)

(November 1923 - May 2006)

Via Escarlata

Via La Espalda

(August 1954- July 31, 2017)
Via Playa Del Rey

Donna Joyce Eaker

Kay Frances Schmidt

(November 1932- March 2002)

William Derek Thomas

(January 1937 - March 28, 2021)

(April 1931- June 18, 2017)

Via Princesa

Via Playa Del Rey

Via La Espalda
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AROUND YOUR CLUBHOUSE...

THREE B’S: A neighborhood book library, newly
built park bench by Unit
2’s Bud Rose and two
enclosed bulletin boards,
installed by Alan Hanson
and Ted Vollmer, are
recent additions to the
clubhouse entry area.
Photos by Ted Vollmer

Spring Knolls News Free Classifieds
SEEKING: River,
golden or lava rock
donations for
Spring Knolls /
Warm Spring
Knolls community
landscaping project. Call George
@ (858) 837-0027
or Robert @
(310) 528-9628 for
pickup.

WANTED, PART-TIME HOUSE KEEPER: Two or 3
days weekly, 2 or 3 hours daily. $17 per hour. Call Bill
@ (951) 212-1348.
DOG WALKER: Need someone to walk your dog or do pet
sitting (when you need it) right here in our community? Give
me a call at (951) 414-9554
HANDYMAN: Painting, electric, yard work, pet care, plumbing, appliance repair, etc. Steve Lopez @ (626) 622-4552.
DRIVING SERVICE: To doctors, store, etc. $16/hour.
Steve Lopez @ (626) 622-4552

MASKS, PLANTS.
Plants, starting at $2;
variety of masks from $4
each. Call Elsie @ (951)
553-5512 (cell).

DOG WALKER NEEDED: My name is
Cash. I’m a little over a year old, a
Maltipoo with a humorous personality
who needs someone to walk me
around the Spring Knolls clubhouse.
(I live across the street). I’m well mannered, sweet and handsome. Call
Joann @ (760) 448-0137.
GE ELECTRIC WASHER/DRYER;
-Size:47.5x26.75W X 75.875 H
- Dryer: Rotary-electromechanical controls (dryer) - easy cycle selection
- Washer: 12 wash cycles to handle various fabrics and soils; 6 wash/rinse temperatures; 1 wash/spin speed combination; speeds matched to fabric type; Autowater load sensing; rotary-electronic controls; bleach and fabric softener dispensers; cycle status lights. Asking $500.
Call George @ (858) 837-0027.

Spring Knolls News Classifieds
If you have items to sell or want to buy or are offering or seeking a service, email your ad to the Spring Knolls News at
tscjnews@gmail.com by the 15th of the month or send a copy to
the Unit 1 office.
Classified Ads are for Spring Knolls residents ONLY. They
should Include brief descriptions of items and a phone number.
Photos may be included, but their use is not guaranteed.
The Spring Knolls News is not responsible for the content of
any ad, but reserves the right to decline any for any reason
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AROUND YOUR CLUBHOUSE...

Did roses make room for a community garden?

I

THE ‘BUSH LEAGUE’:
A group of Spring Knolls
volunteers spent a recent
morning relocating a
number of rose bushes
from an area (see below,
right) that had been neglected to a larger area
behind the Spring Knolls
clubhouse. From left:
Robert Raquel, Ron
Sieber, Holli Hanson,
Joan Christian, Nancy
Desmond and Bill Desmond. (Not pictured,
photographer Alan
Hanson)

By Holli Hanson
Director, Common Grounds

f you are wondering where the
roses went that were on the far side
of the clubhouse by the trashcans,
wonder no more.
A number of volunteers worked very
hard to find the roses
a new home after I
felt they would be
taken care of better
in another location.
Holli Hanson
They’re now in a
great spot by the
clubhouse patio as part of a more
beautiful rose garden.
So, what do we do with the place
where the roses once were?
One volunteer, Bill Desmond, suggested that maybe we could create a
community garden in that vacant spot.
Bill’s ideas is an interesting one that
raises some exciting possibilities. It
also raises some questions, such as:
Do we want one large garden or do we want

to give each gardener (depending on how
many express interest) their own plot of at
least 30 square feet?
What would be grown?
Would there be fencing to discourage rabbits, or perhaps raised garden boxes? Who
would maintain it?
Should we have a garden committee sort all
this out?

Yes, lots of questions.
So, before we raise our shovels, we
need to gauge interest in such an idea.
Tell me if your green thumb’s suddenly twitching about working in a
community garden by calling me at
(661) 972-0799. And, next month I’ll
let you know whether this great idea
takes root.

Community gardens
at a glance …
There are many types of community
gardens, and all have distinct advantages. The two most common types
have vastly different approaches:

Photo by Ted Vollmer
SEEDS OF AN IDEA: What will happen on this bare spot? This nearly 500 square foot area
that once held rose bushes may someday be the home of a Spring Knolls Community garden,
where residents can divide up small plots to grow flowers, vegetables and fruit. Common
grounds director Holli Hanson wants to know your thoughts. See above story.

1. Individual plots. Each family or
person has a designated area
where he/she may install their
choice of plants and either keep or
give away whatever is grown.
Where different types of plants are
grown in other plots, whatever is
grown is often shared with the
other gardeners.
2. Cooperative gardens. In these, a
group of gardeners agrees on
what to plant in the entire available
space. They then share in the garden’s maintenance and later divide
whatever is grown among the garden members.
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Get a ‘boulder’ look
with ‘creeping’ flora
to protect SK hillside

O

Freeway Daisies

Golden Creeping
Sedum

Creeping Phlox

Creeping Thyme

Creeping Sage

ne of Spring Knolls’ prettiest areas
is along the pathway leading to
and past the dog park.
It can be a whole lot prettier.
The hillside that runs parallel to the
pathway once was Unit 1’s pride and
joy. But erosion, poor maintenance, recurring droughts and busted sprinkler
systems have left some areas barren,
filled with dried plants or overgrown.
We’d like to re-beautify the area with
a variety of drought-resistant, antierosion flowers such as those on this
page. The spreading flowers would
work with decorative boulders to enhance the pathway’s look as well as to
stem further erosion.
. The most cost-effective way is to find
people willing to either donate plants or
rocks, or at least allow us to gather cuttings that we can nurture until nature
takes over.
If that idea appeals to you, please give
Holli Hanson a call at (661) 972-0799
or Sandy Vollmer at (951) 319-6749.
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Library wish list is both small
and LARGE. Take your pick!

B

efore the pandemic, the Spring Knolls Library was a living, breathing gathering place for book lovers across our
community. We’re waiting for those days to return.
While we do, the library staff reminds you that resident
generosity has helped us gather thousands of best-selling
novels. Now with our remodeling we have room for more.
So, here’s our wish list:
1. Large Print novels any vintage. We have more than 270,
and hope to greatly increase that number.
2. Regular hard-cover novels printed after 2000. Older
books will be found in the Neighborhood Libraries
shown on this page or sold to raise funds for new ones.
3. Paper back novels published after 2010.
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BOOKS APLENTY,
LOOKING FOR
MORE: (Upper right,
moving clockwise:)
One of four free
Neighborhood Libraries outside Library
coordinator Karen
Jacobs’ home at
38582 Via Amarilla ... Spring Knolls
resident Carol
O’Connell checks
out the main library’s
Large Print section
that now houses
more than 270 novels ... Residents Ted
Vollmer and Ron
Sieber pose behind
the Neighborhood
Library that straddles
their properties on
Via Escarlata …
Resident Mike Lehane checks out the
Neighborhood Library
at the Unit 1 clubhouse ... Alan and
Holli Hanson load
their Neighborhood
Library at their 29060
Via Princesa home..
Photos by Sandy
and Ted Vollmer

