
    

   

Neighborhood News 

Warm Spring Knolls (WSK) 
A 55+ Community 

January 2020 

You Ought to Know… 

Office Hours 
Did you know that your HOA Board 
forwards the office phone to the 
weekly on-duty board member?  
Now that’s service!! 
 

Porch Pirates 
It’s become quite common and the 
thieves are bold.  They cruise 
neighborhoods looking for packages 
left on the porch.  When they see 
one, they stop, get out and walk 
casually to the porch.  They pick up 
the package then walk back to their 
vehicle and head for the next one.  
Sometimes they even follow the 
Amazon delivery vehicle to their 
delivery destinations!  You can 
protect your deliveries by any of the 
following methods: 
1. Immediately retrieve your 

package when Amazon sends 
you a delivery text! 

2. Schedule delivery for only when 
you’re home  

3. Have your package delivered to a 
friend if you’ll be away 

4. Install security cameras or a 
‘smart doorbell’ 

5. Have your package delivered to an 
Amazon Locker (the nearest is 
located at the 7-Eleven on 
Murrieta Hot Springs & Jackson 

6. And lastly, the best solution is to 
upgrade your mailbox to a USPS 
approved lockbox that can hold 
packages (check out the ‘Mail 
Boss Locking Mailbox’) 

 

CERT Classes at Golf Knolls 
“Community Emergency Response 
Training” coming soon! 
Friday, 1/10 – 5pm to 9:15 pm 
Saturday, 1/11 – 8am to 2:45 pm 
Friday, 1/10 – 5pm to 9:15 pm 
Saturday, 1/11 – 8am to 2:45 pm 
Call Jim Francis at 951-440-2215 to 
sign-up.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
get this free training!  We’d love to 
have you on the team. 

 

38145 Via Del Largo 

Murrieta, CA  92563 

Office: (951) 677-5758 

Fax: (951) 677-5470 

wsk.murrieta@gmail.com 

Hours:  Fridays 9 to noon 

Check the Calendar for 
the next Board Meeting 

2019  

Board of Directors 
 

 

 President 

Marcia Livingston 

951-440-5611 

 

Vice President 

Glenn Ingraham 

951-642-2897 

 

Secretary 

Nancy Misko 

      805-268-0523 
 

Treasurer 

James Sebring 

     760-294-1122 
 

Architectural Director 

Glenn Ingraham 

951-642-2897 
 

Facilities Director 

Henry Kantrowitz 

951-202-1130 
 

From the 2019 
Board of Directors 

 If you have an opinion, a 

brief article, a joke, or an 

interest that you’d like to 

see in the Newsletter, 

send it to the editor at: 

newsletter.wsk@gmail.com 

Happy New Year!  This is the last salute from your 
2019 Board of Directors.  The election on the 19th 
will see some new faces and new ideas to help us all 
work together to make WSK a great place to live.  We owe a lot of gratitude to 
previous Board Members and other Volunteers who’ve worked for our 
community.  And this year has been no different.  People stepping up is what 
it’s all about. 

We’ve had some great activities this past year (thanks team!), we’ve got 
potted plants around the pool, a newly plastered spa with a new heater, folks 
that have discovered a passion for watercolor painting (thanks, George!), a 
ping-pong table (!!), sound financial management, a well-cared for facility, and 
a team of volunteers that come together to get things done and have fun in 
the process.  Because, that’s what it’s about:  having a sense of purpose and 
fulfillment by working with others to make life better for our community.  
You’re always welcome to step in and lend your expertise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to have so many great neighbors in WSK.  Sure, we have our share of 
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 Other Volunteers 
 

 

Activities 

Sherry Tatar 

951-536-4604 
 

Audit Committee 

Karen Lankford 

951-440-7769 
 

Clubhouse Rental 

Josie Ingraham 

951-897-6189 
 

Emergency Prep 

Jim Francis 

951-440-2215 
 

Library 

Pierce & Norma Box 

951-696-1070 
 

Newsletter 

Glenn Ingraham 

951-642-2897 
 

Community Connections  

Shirley Sebring 

760-522-9262 
 

Senior Advocate 

Shelby Price 

951-461-7557 
 

Website 

James Sebring 

760-294-1122 
 

Welcoming Committee 

Judy Raleigh 

480-202-3009 

Frank Biddle 

760-716-4775 

WSK HOA Year-to-Date Financials 

as of November 30, 2019 

Operating Account:  $    77,098 

Reserve Account:      $    17,109 

Reserve Savings:  $  128,080 
 

Total Balance:  $  222,287 

From the Treasurer January 2020  

Sunday, January 19 

WSK Election  
Voting from 12 - 2 

General Meeting 

- 3 p.m. - 

Murrieta Senior Center 

(951) 304-7275 

Mon-Fri, 8 - 4 
 

Police (non-emergency) 

(951) 304-2677 
 

Waste Management 

(trash bin replacement) 

(714) 558-7761 
Watercolor Class 
- with George Benner - 

There may still be an open slot in George’s January Watercolor 
class.  Don’t miss this chance to be more than you thought you 
were.  Check the bulletin board for the sign-up sheet.   

What has the WSK Board been up to? 
 

The Spa – Is open, and feeling good 😊… Finally!! 

Ping Pong Table! – A new table has been installed in the back corner of 
the clubhouse.  Paddles and balls are available from the bags that have 
been attached to the table frame.  Please return after use. 

Birds, Rain, and the Roof – The 2018 board solved some big problems 
by having new AC units installed on the roof, repairing some bad ducting, 
and then recoating/sealing the roof.  Recently, some of us got up there and 
fixed some of the roof drainage problems and patched the spots that had 
been pecked and damaged by crows.  This year’s rains showed we still 
had a leak from a clogged scupper (ahoy matey! – it’s a type of drain found 
on ships and roofs).  But again, a little ingenuity and elbow grease from 
some board members and ta-da!  No more leaks. 

Parking Lot Lights – Improving the lighting around the clubhouse is on 
our list of projects in 2020.  But in the meantime, we do have working lights 
thanks to the hands-on work by some board members and thanks to the 
contribution from a neighbor.  Sure, Greg Bach is the director and founder 
of Bach Theater Company in Old Town Murrieta, but he also used to be a 
professional electrician.  He used his expertise to help us properly rewire 
and install a new timer for the lights.  No cost, he’s just a good neighbor. 

‘Garage’ Cleanup – Three board members spent a few hours cleaning out 
the shop (garage) behind the office.  40 years of storage and old tools left 
quite a challenge.   We also outfitted our hand tool inventory. 

Faucet and Electrical Outlets – Rather than call a plumber or electrician, 
we rolled up our sleeves and crawled under the kitchen sink to fix the 
faucet, and then replaced some old worn out electrical outlets around the 
clubhouse. 

Collecting and Processing 2020 Assessment Forms and getting ready for 
the January Election are the big issues right now. 
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 January Gardening Tips  
- by Henry 

Leafless bare root fruit trees are available this time of the year at nurseries as 
well as Lowe's and Home Depot and January is a good time to plant them.  A  
bareroot tree is one that has had the soil shaken from the roots after they’re  
dug up.  They’re cheaper and easier to handle.  Anna's Apple, Golden Dorset Apple, and 
Honey Crisp are the three best apple trees for our area.  They can be grown by themselves 
but to get the best harvest it is good to plant two compatible varieties that flower at the 
same time for cross pollination, although this is not required.  If you do purchase two 
varieties, they should be planted within 50ft or less of each other for best pollination.  I 

suggest one Anna's Apple and one Golden Dorset Apple which bloom around the same time.  I suggest buying 
dwarf 8-10 ft. tall and wide or ultra-dwarf 6ft. tall and wide. Ultra-dwarf produce plenty of fruit.  Other good 
fruit trees for our area are Flavor King Pluot and Santa Rosa Plum.  There are also a few types of peach trees that 
do well in our area and are also available at the stores mentioned.  Be sure to get either dwarf or ultra-dwarf 
when available.  Most of our lots are not big enough for normal size fruit trees.  When buying fruit trees read 
the labels for more detailed information.  One may be more favorable than another for your likes and needs.  Be 
sure to soak the roots in water for about two hours before you plant them   This helps hydrate them before 
putting them in the soil. 
This is also a good time to plant native wildflower seeds.  Common ones are California Poppies, 
Lupine, California Desert Bluebells, and other native flowers.  You can also find seed mixes.   
Make sure the seeds are for the Southwest U.S.  They do best in our climate. I was just out a  
few days ago planting seeds on our two community plateaus near the club house.  I got carried 
away and spent 3 1/2 hours out there planting away.  The following day I went over to the  
canyon side and did the same for about an hour.  You won't need so much time.  Planting these 
seeds in your backyard should take 10-45 minutes depending on the size area you are planting.  Wildflowers are 
sturdy and grow in most any soil, on hillsides as well as flat areas of your garden. They aren't picky about soil, 
although they do love lots of direct sunshine.  Loosen the soil with a rake or a three prong garden tool.  Throw 
the seeds down on the loosened soil then walk evenly over the seeded area to compress the seeds into the soil.  
That is all there is to it.  When Spring comes around you will enjoy all the flowers that these natives produce. 

Happy Gardening!  

WSK Book Club 
- Shelby Price 

Our informal group discussions at the 
clubhouse bring out a variety of 
experiences and insights about the books 
we read. So, borrow the book from a 
library, get it on Kindle, or purchase a 
used one from Amazon and come join in.  
Light refreshments are served & members 
select the books we read so be ready to 
recommend one of your favorites. Come 
alone or invite a neighbor! 

The next WSK BOOKCLUB meeting is 
January 21, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 

Contact Marcia Livingston (951-440-5611) 
if you have any questions.   
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Activities News – Sherry Tatar 

‘Tommy T’ did not disappoint! Our Cocktails and Karaoke was a fun evening full of some pleasant 

surprises, a lot of laughs, and musical theme games. Who knew that we have Gladys Knight and her 

Pips and The Mamas and the Papas living just down the street from us? What a treat when Maxine 

Waggener shared her sweet rendition of two classics!  Kat Sanders brought several popular tunes to 

life.  My personal favorite was when Jim Dunlap sang My Funny Valentine. We will definitely have 

another music night get together in 2020 so be sure to mark it on your calendar when it rolls around. 

Santa came to town and brought the loveliest sounding choir yet. If you've never been to our 

clubhouse to greet him when he comes to gather toys and food donations for the needy then 

you've missed a real treat. Every year he and his elves are accompanied by members of the Murrieta 

High School Chorale to sing for us. The talent that these young adults share is priceless. Our Santa 

is not just for kids but is also for the young at heart. We took lots of pictures together, whispered 

Christmas wishes, and shared homemade cookies for the road. Many thanks to the City of Murrieta for 

this wonderful gift. 

Behind the scenes, Santa's WSK Elves, or in other months of the year better known as the Activities 

Committee, worked tirelessly. They decorated the clubhouse for the holiday, made sure every detail 

had been attended to throughout all of the events, and put it back in tip top shape when all was said 

and done. This is a top notch group of ladies and gentlemen, both full time and part time volunteers, 

that we depend on to make things run smoothly. The next time you see one of our volunteer worker 

bees, take the time to let them know personally how much you appreciate all that they do. It just takes 

seconds to make someone's day. 

Election Day is coming up! It's time to be a part of what's happening in our community and having a 

voice. Join us to celebrate this important event in our community on Sunday January 19th.  We’ll have 

refreshments and yummy treats! 

Got Friends? 

Consider adopting from 
our local Shelter.  Call  
“Friends of the Valley” 
 at 951-506-5069 

Stay tuned for dates and 
times of Greg Bach’s new 

production of “Italian 
American Reconciliation. 
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The WSK election for Board of Directors will occur from noon to 2 on Sunday, JAN 19, 
right before the General Meeting (3 pm).  Results will be announced at the meeting.  

The following WSK neighbors will be on the January ballot: 
Marcia Livingston – running for another two-year term 
Nancy Misko – running for her first term after serving as an appointee 
Henry Kantrowitz – running for another two-year term 
Marsha Brinker – new candidate, introduced in the October issue 
Frank Biddle – new candidate, introduced in the November issue 

Candidates for the 2020 Board 

Habitat for Humanity offers low cost assistance on exterior home repairs.  951-296-3362 x-207 

Better Living! 
- Shelby Price, Senior Advocate 

Among the most popular New Year’s resolutions are losing weight, eating better, being more organized, living 
life to the fullest (life is not a dress rehearsal), learning new hobbies, and spending less (or saving more). 
Here are some simple techniques to meet your goals. 

1) Track your activities 
A body in motion stays in motion. Logging your activities and accomplishments in a diary (journal) or 
on an app on your phone, PC, or tablet, keeps you moving toward your next goal. 

2) Dress Up 
Try it!  Studies show the clothing we wear really does influence our thinking & our attitudes. 

3) Do one thing at a time 
Research shows that multitasking makes us less efficient, yields more mistakes, & can actually lower 
our IQ.  The more you can concentrate on one task at a time, the more efficient & productive you 
become.  Reserve certain periods of time throughout the day to check messages, reducing the impact 
of constantly shifting gears. 

4) Take Breaks 
Just like every other part of our bodies, our brains require rest to perform at an optimal level.  Reboot 
your brain by taking a stretch, grab a cup of coffee, or enjoying a conversation. 

5) Hydrate and Eat Well  
Drinking more water throughout the day can make you more productive.  Consider the foods that 
make up your diet.  How much sugar (sweets), carbs (breads, crackers), and calories (dip and 
dressing) are filling your tummy?!  How about veggies and grains and protein? 

6) Be prompt 
Showing up on time reminds your brain that you are the master of your universe-an effective 
manager of your time & your life.  This self-respect improves your productivity in all areas of your life. 

7) Give back 
Focusing our gifts & talents on helping other people motivates us to accomplish even more. 

8) Pray / Meditate 
Focusing the mind through meditation or prayer relaxes us and makes us stronger. The time we set 
aside to calm our mind can help organize our thoughts and grasp the bigger picture.  It can ground 
us and restore us. And out of that can come hope, the ultimate motivator. 
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 Cocktails & Karaoke 

Maxine, Sherry, Nancy, Josie, & Marcia: 
The Winning Team showing off their trophys for “Name that TV Show Theme Song” 

And if they look like they’re gloating, they are!  But they deserved to!! 

Josie, Marcia, and Nancy coming 
together for ‘California Dreaming’ 

(where are the ‘Papas’?) 

Yeah, things got a little wild.  Steve Sanders 
and Tommy T got into character doing a Willie 

Nelson and Julio Iglesias inspired duet. 

Kat Sanders… 
A gifted singer in her own right but 

close your eyes and you’d think you 
were at a Linda Ronstadt concert! 

Beautiful! 
Thanks to Sherry 

and her team! 

Jim reaching deeply for his beautiful 
rendition of My Funny Valentine 



  

 

 

 

Page 7 
WSK Newsletter – January 2020 

 Coffee with Norm and Millie 
“And now they’re raising the fees or dues or whatever!  $60 a year!  What do they think?  We’re made out 
of money?” 

Norm and Millie sat quietly in their booth sipping at their coffee trying not to listen to the too-loud litany of 
complaints coming from the booth next to theirs.  Her eyes met his.  “No”, Millie mouthed silently.  Norm 
gave a small tight-lipped smile and a single slow shake of his head.  He thought he knew complainer. 

“I mean, what do they do with that money anyway?”, the voice said, again too loud.  “Throw parties, 
probably”. 

“Well”, said a second voice from the booth, drawing out the word as if in thought.  “I guess they fix things.” 

Norm perked up, smiled wider at Millie and raised his eyebrows.  She shook her head with one of her own 
eyebrows raised in warning.  “No”, she mouthed again.  He slumped back in his seat. as the first voice 
continued. 

“Fix what?”, it said with dry sarcasm. 

“You know”, the second voice said.  “The pool and the building and stuff”. 

“She’s right, you know”, Norm said as he turned around in his seat putting his elbow on the seat-back 
between the booths.  “I’m sorry to intrude but”, Norm stopped in mid-sentence and sucked in a sharp 
breath.  Millie had kicked him sharply on the shin.  He closed his eyes for minute and took a long breath to 
gain his composure.  Then he smiled at the two older women in the booth.  “Actually, you’re both right.  I 
see you’re finished with your breakfast.  Before I get a crick in my neck from twisting around like this, can I 
invite you to our booth, buy you some pie and coffee and talk a bit?  We’re all from the same 
neighborhood.”  The two women looked at each other and nodded. 

Millie moved to Norm’s seat and sat next to him.  The women moved on to hers.  They ordered pie and a 
fresh round of coffee.  “Association fees are a pain, but all associations like ours have costs.  Things like 
trash pick-up, streetlights, taxes, legal fees, bookkeeping, the list goes on.  Then there’s the stuff that has 
to be maintained, like the buildings, the grounds, and pool and… well just about everything we have gets 
old and broken down with age.”  He gave a warm smile to Millie.  “Kind of like me”.  She elbowed him lightly 
and rolled her eyes.   

“Don’t forget about the roads, Old Man”, she said.   

“Oh, that’s right”, he said turning his attention back to the women.  “The streets are a huge cost, and it’s 
getting worse every year.  As inflation and oil prices and what-not goes up, so does the cost of resurfacing 
the streets.  And there are lots of things on the building like air conditioning systems and electrical and 
plumbing…”.  He looked at the women.  “You may not use the clubhouse much, but you should.  Lots of 
good stuff goes on there, including… yes, parties!  I don’t mean to get morbid here, but none of us know 
how much time we’ve got left.  I mean to spend mine having fun and enjoying as much of it as I can.”  Norm 
smiled at Millie and gave her hand a squeeze.  “And you never know who you’ll meet at one of our parties.”  
She squeezed his hand in return. “But back to costs for a minute.  You know, we’re quite lucky.” 

“Lucky?” said the complainer.  Her voice less sharp than before.  “Lucky for what?” 

“Lucky that we’ve got people in our HOA willing to do the work to keep costs down.  They’re neighbors just 
like you and me but they’re the ones who roll up their sleeves and put parties together, make repairs, and 
just keep things going.  Without them, life would be boring…” 

“And expensive”, Millie said, interrupting him.  “Don’t forget that without our neighbors doing the work, we’d 
be under the thumb of a Management Company.”  She flung her hands out to either side.  “They’d jack the 
fees way up without a second thought and there’d be nothing we could do about it.” 

Norm looked at the women and noted they were nodding in agreement.  “So, you see why we’re not 
worried about $5 a month.  We’re just tickled that those volunteer neighbors of ours are doing what they’re 
doing.  It could be a lot worse.” 

The server arrived with wedges of pie and fresh coffee.  Norm lifted his fork in a toasting salute “Over the 
lips and past the gums, lookout tummy, here it comes!”  They all laughed and turned their attention to the 
pie and coffee. 



  

 

 



  


