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leaving the scene shortly after it 
happened.   Curious.  The moral of the 
story is to watch out.  If driving, honk at 
speeders.  And if you’re walking, be 
sure to walk facing traffic so you can 
get off the road, if needed! 

Pool Deck Improvement 
There’s been a lot of effort made by 
this and previous Boards to improve 
the condition of the aging pool deck.  
But there’s only so many band-aids 
that can be applied before it’s time to 
do what’s really needed.  Nancy is 
getting contractor bids to dig up the 
cracked and weathered concrete and 
replace it with pavers.  Go check out 
the pavers in the pool decks at Golf 
Knolls and Spring Knolls.  Nice!  And 
no risk of cracking!!  Also, the project 
would give us a chance to update the 
pool plumbing, making the whole 
system much more efficient (= lower 
operating costs!) 
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 If you have an opinion, a 
brief article, a joke, or an 
interest that you’d like to 

see in the Newsletter, 
send it to the editor at: 

newsletter.wsk@gmail.com 

Happy Summer!  Hey, someone has to put a positive spin on this craziness. 
Thanks to those that attended the July General Meeting.  Take a look at the 
posted meeting minutes for details.  As has been the practice these last few 
years, the Board is ‘going dark’ in August so there will be no monthly meeting. 
In preparation for the January elections, we’re looking for residents to step up 
to join our Nominating Committee.  The process is simple:  just gather names 
and info on candidates for the 2021 Board.  Two Board members have terms 
expiring at the end of the year, and there may be other openings as well. If 
you have been sitting on the sidelines thinking that you have something to 
bring to the party, then Come On Down!  
Please give a shout of thanks to Woody Smith for stepping up to join the 
Audit Committee.  She looks to bring a sharp independent eye to the 
quarterly audit of WSK finances.  Remember that the Audit Committee does 
NOT report to the Board, but rather to you, the HOA membership.  It’s all 
about the audit function being independent and impartial.  Thanks Woody! 
Because most of our residents live here because we’re a 55+ community, we 
have set specific hours that Kids (under 18) can visit the pool (12-3 daily).  All 
other times are residents and adult guests only! 
 

Jim F. found 
Naked Ladies 
lounging in his 

front yard 
(Amaryllis 

belladonna) 

Crazy Doings…  
A few weeks ago, neighbors on Via 
la Colina and Via Escarpado were 
shaken out of the evening doldrums 
by the sudden sound of a crash.  
Folks checked on each other and 
wandered out onto Colina to find a 
small sedan crunched 
into a light pole, next to 
Henry’s place.  The  
unharmed driver was  
seen trying to get his 
car going again, until he  
was told to chill out until 
 the cops arrived.  The  
responding officer didn’t buy the 
driver’s story that he had been 
travelling at under 20 mph when he 
swerved to avoid a bunny.  The 
damage was too great for anything 
other than a crash at a much greater 
speed.  Oddly, the driver had no ID.  
And a second person was seen 

You Ought to Know… 

mailto:wsk.murrieta@gmail.com
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 Other Volunteers 
 

 

Activities 

Sherry Tatar 

951-536-4604 
 

Audit Committee 

Woody Smith 

951-760-6133 
 

Clubhouse Rental 

Marsha Brinker 

951-219-3691 
 

Emergency Prep 

Jim Francis 

951-440-2215 
 

Library 

Pierce & Norma Box 

951-696-1070 
 

Newsletter 

Glenn Ingraham 

951-642-2897 
 

Senior Advocate 

Shelby Price 

951-461-7557 
 

Website 

James Sebring 

760-294-1122 
 

Welcoming Committee 

Judy Raleigh 

480-202-3009 

Frank Biddle 

760-716-4775 

 

Yard Maintenance Com. 

Shirley Sebring 

760-522-9262 

Murrieta Senior Center 

(951) 304-7275 
 

Police (non-emergency) 

(951) 304-2677 
 

Waste Management 

(trash bin replacement) 

(714) 558-7761 

WSK HOA Financials as of  

June 30, 2020 

Operating Account:  $    65,281 

Reserve Checking:      $    92,443 

Reserve Savings:  $  133,409 
 

Total Balance:  $  291,133 

From the Treasurer 
WSK HOA 

Board Meeting 

August 2020 
Summer Break! 

No Meeting This Month 

WSK Book Club 
On hiatus.  For info, call 
Marcia L. at  
951-440-5611   

Shmancy Nancy’s Facilities Update 

Next time you’re at the pool, be sure to check out the latest improve- 
ments.  Henry and I cleaned up the picnic table area and installed  
wine barrel planters with small palms and added metal art on the wall. 
                                                What a difference!   A huge thanks to  
                                                Henry who also, last year, added hand painted 
                                                planters and plants around the pool area with the  
                                                water-drip system to keep them going.  

                                                Since SoCal Gas replaced our gas meter, the cost 
                                                for natural gas has hit us pretty hard.  To help lower 
those costs we set the pool temperature at a steady 80 degrees and programmed 
the heater timer to run at optimum times for the pool to retain heat.  So far, the 
result is a dramatic reduction in gas used and costs.  I check the pool daily and it 
is holding steady at or above 80.  Our spa is being maintained at 102 degrees.  
Even though our pool maintenance folks are out here three (3) days a week to 
make sure our pool is sparkling clean, bugs and leaves happen!  Go ahead and 
grab the net to remove any debris you find in the water.   

The changes in state/county closure rules has  
caused us to have to re-think our guest/kids  
policy at the pool.  Both Spring Knolls and Golf  
Knolls (and most other HOAs) are not allowing  
kids or visitors in their pools or spas.  At our  
July General Meeting we discussed it and most 
of those present agreed that we should restrict children’s hours.  As a result, we 
are setting specific hours for children (under 18) to use the pool –12-3 daily.  
These hours are now posted.  And remember, no more than 10 people TOTAL 
in the pool area (in and out of pool) per the County regulations.  We ask that you 
supervise yourselves and if there are already 10, please come back later.  As 
always, residents get priority over guests.  If you have a guest, please be 
considerate.  The recommendations are still 6 feet apart, face coverings when not 
in pool, bring your own sanitizers, wash hands, clean off the furniture, and please 
do not come if you are sick. 

Small groups (under 10 total) may use the clubhouse to play pool or ping pong.  
Just be sure to practice social distancing, and mask and disinfectant use.  Please 
make sure you clean up, cover the pool table, and put back paddles, balls, etc.  
Also make sure lights are off when you leave.  I have heard from neighborhood 
chit-chat that some folks did not know we have a ping pong table available for 
resident’s use … it is in the back of clubhouse main room ready to be used! 

It takes a village to run this community and if everyone took just a minute to clean 
up after themselves, it would be a huge help!   

Thanks, and have a great August!! 
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Looking for a 
Friend that will 
Love you Always? 

One waits just for you!   
Call “Friends of the Valley” 951-506-5069 

So many neighbors, doing so much.  Each corner of the neighborhood seems to be trying 
harder than the next.  My thanks to those that responded so quickly to my gentle but firm 
and persistent nudges. 

We did another neighborhood walk-about on July 15.  Again, our focus was on weeds and 
yard maintenance, but the Board asked us to also include a look at debris in street gutters and overtly visible 
trash bins.  Trash bin visibility is a violation of Murrieta City Civil Code 8.2.031, and the street gutter issue stems 
from our streets being private with no use of City street sweepers, so the responsibility goes to homeowners.  In 
our letters we encouraged homeowners to contact us if they had issues with trash/recycle bin positioning and 
street sweeping.  We are a 55+ community with most people on fixed incomes.  We know that we need to take 
physical and financial limitations into consideration when dealing with these issues.    

The numbers to date:  June had 17 violations.  Eight were resolved and Thank You letters were sent to the 
residents who corrected their issues.  Three violations were turned over to the Board for further action.  Six 
violations were issued a 2nd chance letter since they had started work on their projects. 

Because we addressed two new issues, July had 13 new violation letters sent out.  A total of twenty three letters 
were sent out this month at a cost of $11.50 

Our next walk through will be in August around the 18th and 20th.  We’ll be adding yet another area to focus on: 
Driveway and side-yard clutter visible from the street.  Most of us have odds and ends stored in our driveway 
which is no big deal.  But take a drive through our neighborhood and you’ll see storage and clutter that is better 
suited for a storage locker or shed. 

We look forward to seeing you on our walk-abouts!  Thanks so much to those of you who have responded to our 
letters by working diligently to make improvements.   

Shirley Sebring and Robyn Wright 

Yard Maintenance Committee – Shirley Sebring 

“Just checking in on you…” 
The Neighbor to Neighbor call is an idea that grew out of the 
isolation many of us feel due to the COVID restrictions.  We are 
a small group of friends who sometimes feel a bit lonely as we 
isolate, or we just seem to be staying at home more and more.   
So, we occasionally call each other, just to check in.  We thought 
that maybe others might feel the same and would like a phone 
call once in a while, just to know that someone cares.  It’s a 
chance to chat a little and maybe get to know someone new.  
We can share our thoughts about what’s going on with  
us during this ‘staying at home’ time of our lives.   

If you would like a call or know of someone who might,  
contact Karen Lankford at 951-440-7769.  Leave a voice- 
mail or text me.   

New Word! 

Coffee (n.), 
the person 

upon whom 
one coughs. 
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Senior Advocate – Shelby Price 

"Your time is limited, so 

don't waste it living someone 

else’s life."  - Steve Jobs 

 

Need a new Trash or Recycle Bin? 
Call Waste Management at (714) 558-7761 to replace your damaged bin. 

   

Remember that a smaller bin is easier to handle, or you could get a larger one 
if needed.  To change the size of your bin, call the HOA office for assistance. 

Wearing your mask in public is an act of charity towards others.  Social distancing is important, 
too.  But what about inside the car?  If you are riding with anyone outside of your household,  
wear a mask.  It also helps to turn on the air (with or without the Air Conditioning).  Be sure to  
crack a window just a little to allow the fresh air that is pulled in by the fan to sweep through  
the car and exit out the cracked window.  Just remember to disable that ‘recirculation’ button  
so that you’re not just recirculating potentially contaminated air.     
 

WSK Community Notes 
- by Henry 

As I drive around on garbage day, I see lots of items sticking out 
of recycle bins that should not be there.  Did you know that 25% 
of our recyclables is thrown into landfills by Waste Management? 
Lower the cost of recycling with the following good recycling practices:  

• DO recycle all CLEAN paper, plastic, cardboard, metal cans and glass. 

• Do recycle empty plastic cups from fast food restaurants. 

• DO remove metal or plastic lids from glass or plastic containers before 
placing lids and containers in the recycle bin.  

• DO NOT put PLASTIC BAGS in the recycling bin. That includes not 
placing a plastic bag filled with recyclables in the recycling bin.   

• DO NOT put in anything containing wood into the recycling bin, 
including lumber of any kind. 

• DO NOT put in any type of appliances such as toasters, mixers, or any 
other metal objects or appliances, small or large. 

• DO NOT put dirty pizza boxes or anything else that has food still in it, 
into the recycling bin.  Also, do not put in any pane glass or light bulbs. 

• And finally, DO NOT put Styrofoam or any other kind of packing or 
cushioning foam in the recycling bin. 

Each one of us can make a difference in making our environment cleaner 
for our next generation.  Thanks! 
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Got a snake or other critter?  Don’t kill it! 
Just keep an eye on it from a distance  
and call or text: 

    Henry at 951-202-1130 or, 
      Glenn at 951-642-2897 

Critters R Us 
 

We’ll 
relocate it 
to a safe 

place - FREE 

New Word! 

Negligent (adj.), describes a condition in which you absentmindedly answer the door in your nightgown. 

New Word! 

Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation while drunk. 

New Word! 

Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach. 
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 Just a Few of the Nice Homes in the WSK Neighborhood  

WOW! is the only way to describe 

what Tom has done.  The ‘before’ 

photo would show overgrown 

rangy bushes that dominated the 

entire yard!  And this hardy 70-

something did it all himself! 

 Clean and Tasteful.  
Auggie and his wife put 
a lot of loving care into 
their lovely home. 
 

Even in the 

heat of 

summer, the 

Elkassis home 

is a florid 

jungle with an 

inviting sitting 

area on the 

shaded patio  
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Scruffy says… … “Opening my heart is fine, but this…?” 

‘Adorable.  Sweet.  Gentle.  Affectionate.’  Sure, sleek black Zsa Zsa became all those things as the days 
passed since she first came to us.  Scared and shy in the beginning, she slowly calmed in the comfort of  
Meems’ mothering.  When Meems coaxed her finally into snuggling on our pillow, I just smiled and slept on the 
chair.  Why not?  Who could resist her sweetness?  But then she discovered playing.  Me chasing her, her 
chasing me.  Me nosing her until she’d swipe at me with just the barest hint of claws.  It was all great fun until late 
at night I was ready for sleep.  But not her.  Who knew she slept during the day and roamed at night?  One night 
after an evening of romping and chasing, I’d settled down to start the dreamy slide into darkness when I was 
suddenly thudded awake.  Wide-eyed, I tried to understand what had happened.  Something had hit me!  My 
chew toy… I looked up.  There up on a dizzyingly high shelf of her new kitty play tower I could just make out kitty 
paws casually draped over the edge, pointy kitty ears, and golden kitty eyes looking down on me through the 
faint light of deep night.  Innocent eyes, until she smiled her crafty little kitty smile.  Then those eyes seemed to 
say, ‘Oh, were you asleep?’.   

Yes, they all love her.  But that’s because she has them all nestled snugly in the cup of her delicate little kitty 
paw!  A soft little kitty paw that hides sharp claws nestled beneath the velvety pads.  They smile and stroke her 
and rush to make sure she has anything she wants – toys, pillows, and that towering array of shelves and 
hammocks that she uses to launch her attacks on me.  And the food!  They offer her unimaginably exotic meaty 
delicacies that give off such heady aromas of deliciousness that I get weak and drooly just imagining having one 
tiny taste!  And she could care less. 

It usually goes like this:  They pick her up oh-so-gently and place her just as gently on the counter, out of my 
reach (or so they think), where she sits with mild interest while they open the can.  They carefully fork fragments 
of the savory dripping goodness into her fine porcelain dish.  Then it’s with the soft cooing sounds as they place 
the offering before her.  Of course, I’m sitting on the kitchen floor watching intently and being the best possible 
dog, I can be.  Hey, you never know!  A dog could get lucky.  But she knows I’m watching.  Without ever turning 
her head she knows.  I know she knows.  And she knows I know she knows.  Which is what the whole next 
scene of her little show is all about.  The dish has been placed carefully before her.  The persons step back and 
clasp their hands.  With expectant…, no. With hopeful little smiles, they wait.  Zsa Zsa (lately, it had become 
Zsazy) considers the offering.  She even leans forward, just a little, as if she might… she just might… but no.  
She stands and turns, giving me the briefest of glances she flicks the tip of her tail, and with languid ease bounds 
up to the topmost hammock of her tower where she curls up and goes to sleep!  It had been just a fraction of a 
glance, but she knew I caught it.  It was meant for me after all.  Narrowed eyes and a tight tiny kitty smile.  ‘See 
what I get?’, those eyes said.  ‘See what I’m turning away from?’, that smile said.  But it was that tiny flick of the 
tip of her tail that said the most.  ‘Mine’, it said.  “All mine.”   

I couldn’t take another minute of it.  I had to get out.  The only sleep I’d gotten in weeks had been late afternoon 
naps in the yard.  Even with the heat, it was the only place she couldn’t get to me.  As I left the kitchen heading 
for my little door, I heard Ms. Mazee say to my person – a bit too anxiously, “Maybe she likes the other kind 
better?”  “Oh right”, my person said.  “The Savory Beef Liver Pate’ in Basil?”  “Yes”, she said, and added “with 
the Blue Castello Cheese.”  He began to write a note.  I left. 



  

 

  

 
The following is from a timely article written by WSK neighbor, Allan Starling 

The Silver Lining 
“Every cloud has a silver lining.” I discovered this well-known saying literally on a dull, cloudy day. 
After our aircraft ascended through gloom, I saw the brightly shining sun reflecting off the tops of 
the clouds. I surprised the passenger beside me by blurting, “I see the silver lining!” On that day, 
two things became clear. The silver lining is always there. We see it only by soaring above the 
clouds. Equally true, it takes a cloud to produce a silver lining. 

Recently we have lived in the shadow of a cloud called COVID-19. It has enveloped our entire 
globe. Daily we are reminded of sorrow, sickness, and death as it drives us into our homes, 
isolates us, and ruins our economy. But for a moment let’s soar above the gloom and feast our 
eyes on the cloud’s silver lining. 

From such heights, we saw an often-divided country briefly united against a common enemy. A 
long-forgotten word, “bipartisan,” was temporarily revived. People seemed friendlier, more 
helpful, and caring. Neighbors regularly emailed, “How are you doing? Can we help?” 
Government and the private sector worked together as rarely before.  And everyday people 
became our celebrities, being recognized for the essential services they provide. 

Our aircraft descends and we are back into the gloom. New political clouds now hover over us. 
But remember that the sun always shines; those who make the effort will see new “silver linings”. 
We can still choose to show a thankful heart and care for one another. 



  

 


