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FIGHTING CRIME IN THE KNOLLS

HOA president’s report:

Your license, registration please We’re more than
24/7 security cameras aim just lucky in SK
please
to help police nab suspects
T

T

By Ted Vollmer
Spring Knolls News editor

he sun makes them run. But only
you and your neighbors will make
two new security cameras actually
work. The recently
installed cameras at
the Knolls’ two Via
Princesa entrances
use sophisticated
technology to provide valuable data
for law enforcement.
But resident help is
vital to the system’s
success. More than
1,000 residents from WAITING: 24/7 camera rests at Knolls
the three Knolls
units must register east entrance minutes
license plate num- before it’s mounted.
Photo by Alan Hanson bers to build an effective database to
GETTING SET: Flock Safety installer Jose
help solve crimes ranging from burglarPerez installs solar-powered security camera ies to identity and auto theft. Most
at the Knolls west entrance on Feb. 1.
residents have yet to register.
Last fall, Spring Knolls resident Alan
Flock Cameras at a glance… Hanson spearheaded the joint venture
with Warm Spring Knolls and Golf
What: Cameras snap photos of license
Knolls. In December, the three units
plates on vehicles entering Knolls.
Where: Two Via Princesa entrances.
OK’d a two-year, $4,000 a year lease
Why: To cut property crimes in the Knolls. with the Atlanta-based Flock Safety
When: Cameras began operating Feb. 1. program. Spring Knolls will pay about
Cost: The 3 units are sharing the $4,000
a third of that amount.
annual cost under a two-year lease. Cost
“It’s really cool,” said Alan, who also
is divided on number of lots in each unit.
chairs the Spring Knolls Emergency
Spring Knolls will pay 34%, Golf Knolls
Response Team (SKERT). “Spring
46% and Warm Spring Knolls 20%.
See Cameras, page 8

Dog park’s
new pal / P6

‘Landscaping Squad’
tackles ridge / P3

he Luck of the
Irish must be
among us, considering all the wonderful
things that have been
happening recently!
It’s refreshing and
encouraging to see so
Sandy
many residents comVollmer
ing out to support
HOA
our leadership, conpresident
tributing to, and initiating projects as well as offering
ideas. This positive energy is a steady
source of momentum for improving
our Spring Knolls community.
In just the past month, for example,
many residents rolled up their

See HOA President, page 2

Jim Witt: Longtime
SK director passes
Jim Witt, who served
as Spring Knolls architectural director
for 16 years, passed
away at his home on
Feb. 16, 2021. He was
87.
Jim Witt
Jim is survived by
his wife of 67 years, Betty, five children, 10 grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.
A native of New Ulm, Minn. and a
Marine Corps veteran, Jim owned
several bowling alleys and was later a
real estate appraiser before he and
See Jim Witt, page 4
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It’s not all about
luck, but it helps
From page 1

sleeves to help.
One example was a donation by
Gail and Hank Hein of a 300pound fire hydrant for the dog
park. There were helpers to move it
there, and the Feb. 21 dedication
was a very nice event. (See page 6).
Another example is the activity at
Via Princesa and Via La Colina.
Led, again by Hank Hein, several
volunteers on this project, including Eric Klein from Unit 2 built a
new retaining wall to guard against
flooding. No one can dispute that
it’s much more appealing to the eye
than the sand bags once used there.
See Page 7 for details.
Also, on the next page, you can
read Alan Hanson’s story on the
ongoing landscaping on either side
of the new retaining wall. Volunteers from Unit 2 also joined in
with us to help in beautifying the
area with plants, bird feeders and
numerous colorful benches. Meanwhile, Bud Rose from Unit 2 volunteered to make us a new park bench
with footrest for our grassy area at
the Unit 1 clubhouse.
By the way, all those volunteers
working on these projects are
grateful for all the appreciative
waves, thumbs up, and messages of
encouragement for their efforts.
And, on page 5 read about Bonnie
Casler, WAVES Coordinator, who
with children of the WAVES project, put together handmade Valen-
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tines and candy for Veterans. On
Feb. 13, Dorothy Vaughn and Debbie Adelhelm scooted around on a
cart to deliver dozens of these to
Veterans in all three units.
Dorothy and Debbie also have
earned our continuing thanks for
delivering not only the Spring Knolls
News but also flyers and other important information to our homes.
These are only some examples of
extraordinary people who we are so
lucky and blessed to have with us.
Their enthusiasm and positive energy is exploding, and encouraging
others to help where they can.
Meanwhile, as a Board our projects
are completed, just starting or ongoing. A sample:

 Flock Security System, page 1.
 Tree maintenance, ongoing.
 2021 Owner/Resident Forms.
 Rules & Guidelines, Bylaws and
CC&Rs, page 4.
 Sales, approval signs, page 4.

A personal note. This year three
previous Board Directors have
passed. The most recent was Jim
Witt. When I think of Jim, I see
him faithfully walking his dog in
the grassy area at the clubhouse.
Just like when I think of Robert
Guerra, I see him on his motorcycle
in the July 4th parade; or Mike
Chavez, greeting us as we moved
into our home and welcoming us to
Spring Knolls. The three were dedicated to SK’s betterment. Each had
a kind heart and giving disposition.
Thank you to their families for allowing us the benefit of their time
and talents. They will be missed,
never forgotten. Our sincere condolences. God bless! Be safe!

Feb. 17 Spring Knolls Board actions:
1. Miguel Enriquez, Alan Hanson, and Charleen Kirkwood were added as

Support Leaders for Landscaping and Grounds. These support leaders Hank Hein
and Robert Raquel report to Board Director Holli Hanson.
2. Ongoing Clubhouse Gate Lock Problem. Approved repair of locking system
not to exceed $700, which includes the $200 service fee.
The board’s next meeting is set for 9:30 a.m. March 17 through ZOOM.
Abbreviated link: https://bit.ly/2Me1YPn
Meeting ID: 863 1774 1882 … Passcode: 069221
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Health’nSafety
Spring Knolls Covid – 19 update
Vaccination, testing information*
(*as of Feb. 26, 2021).

Photos by Alan Hanson

THE LANDSCAPE SQUAD: (Front) George Osorio, Bud Rose and Henry
Kantrowitz. (Back row) Robert Raquel and Eric Klein.

Volunteers beautify neglected
West entrance of the Knolls

W

By Alan Hanson
Spring Knolls News staff

hen I interviewed George Osorio
about his hillside project (February
edition) he mentioned he also was involved
with the center median landscaping as
well as the sides of the west entry of the
Knolls. He’s not alone.
Leading the landscaping list is Henry
Kantrowitz of Warm Springs Knolls, the
“ringleader.” Henry and his father, planted
five trees on Via La Colina decades ago before Henry moved to Costa Rica.
Four years ago, Henry returned to Murrieta and began a new project on Via La
Colina. So far he’s planted more than 200
trees, shrubs or flowering plants.
Henry has also installed birdbaths, bird
feeders, a small pond and other improvements. Two fellow Warm Springs residents have pitched in - Bud Rose, a former
general contractor, has been refinishing
andor building new benches and Eric
Klein has been the “muscle.”
George and Diane Osorio and Robert
Raquel from Spring Knolls are working
the Via Princesa stretch. Warm Springs
Knolls has been paying for the plants from
Vista and Temecula growing grounds.
The volunteers are coming south on Via
La Colina and north on Via Princesa. And,
like the joining of the transcontinental railroad in Promontory Point, Utah, in 1869,
the two ends of the Knolls project will
meet eventually!

Riverside County, like many California counties, has
recently been showing steady improvement in Covid-19
case and hospitalization numbers. That could mean that
if the numbers continue to
To check the Riverside
fall and stay consistently
County
status of vaccine
lower for at least two conavailability,
vaccination
secutive weeks, current
sites,
and
answers
to
restrictions on indoor activimost
questions,
go
to:
ties could be eased.
https://www.rivcoph.org/
Riverside County figures
COVID-19-Vaccine
released Feb. 26 signal
that by mid March, if current trends continue, the county could move into the red
tier from the current purple, or most restrictive tier, under
the state covid regulations.
The last time the county was in the red tier was last
September, and for just two weeks before returning to
the purple tier. Those restrictions have forced the Spring
Knolls board to keep all indoor facilities closed until further notice. That includes the gym, library, cardroom and
jacuzzi. The main pool is open, but to residents only. And
restrictions for masks and social distancing while on the
clubhouse grounds remain in effect. Violators face loss of
fob usage, fines, or both.
Vaccines:
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are being administered
county wide, with more than 475,623 shots given as of
Feb. 26. Most are first shots; with two required.
Vaccinations are in high demand, but residents 65 and
older are now in the high priority group. Find out when
it’s your turn to get one. Sign up at myturn.ca.gov or
call (833) 422-4255 and schedule your appointment, or
get notified when appointments are available.
The Numbers:
Although the trends are improving, the virus is still very
dangerous. As of Feb. 26 — 102 Murrieta residents have
died from Covid 19 out of 8,214 confirmed cases. That
compares to 53 deaths in Temecula out of 7,095 cases.

COVID-19: FREE Testing Site
Henry Kantrowitz (top)
and others are beautifying the Knolls western
entrance. (See more
photos on Page 9 of the
on-line version of the
Spring Knolls News.)

Grace Mellman Library
41000 County Center Dr.
Temecula, off Ynez Road
Tuesdays thru Saturdays / 7am to 7pm
(Appointment Required)

Call 888 634-1123 or lhi.care/covidtesting
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HOA Treasurer’s report

Contact me about
your account issues;
we’ll solve them

I

By Maggie Underwood

have been assigned by the SKA
community as your designated
treasurer and board member.
Part of being a
board member is to
ensure we’re all following rules and
guidelines of the
Spring Knolls HOA.
As treasurer, I am
Maggie
here to help you
Underwood
should a problem
HOA
arise with your actreasurer
count. If you find
there is a problem with past due balances and reoccurring fees appearing
on your account and invoices sent
you, you should contact me.
Generally, you can contact me by
phone, 951 216-8379 and in most
cases your issue can be handled right
away. If not, we can arrange for an
office appointment to go over your
account in detail.
Please do not prolong your issue.
The sooner we can review your account the sooner the problem can be
resolved.

Jim Witt:1933-2021
From page 1

Betty moved to Spring Knolls in 1998
to be closer to family members. They
were high school sweethearts.
Soon after settling in their Via Playa
del Rey home, Jim ran for and was
elected to the Spring Knolls board. He
would win reelection seven more
times, finally retiring from the board
when his 2016-’18 term ended.
In last November’s Know Your
Neighbors profile by Holli Hanson, Jim
talked about his teen days as a pinsetter in a bowling alley he later bought.
He and family members also ran two
other alleys they owned for 30 years.
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HodgePodge
IN MEMORIAM: Beginning this month, we
will be remembering, with a simple notice,
Spring Knolls residents who have passed
away. This edition’s
list of recently departed appears on
page 6. With your
help and that of
Boosters president
Dorothy Vaughn, we can ensure their
time in Spring Knolls is not forgotten.
Please email names of residents you
know who have passed to
tscjnews@gmail.com
Please include, if you know, when they
passed and the street where they lived.
ESTATE AND MOVING SALES. On the
off chance you didn’t read the whole flyer
delivered to
your home in
ESTATE
early Feb., the
board is serious
SALE
about residents
first getting
board approval
as required by
the Rules and
Guidelines, before any sales are held.
The flyer explained how you do that. It
also was outlined in a Feb. 1 In the
Know… blast.
Forms are available outside the office
by the bulletin board. Those who lack
prior Board OK face fines ranging up to
$500. If you hold such a sale, please insist on masks and social distancing to
help prevent Covid-19 spread from those
who have it, but may not know they do.
RULES & GUIDELINES: On Feb. 1,
many of you received emailed copies of
the Spring Knolls
Rules & Guidelines
through another In
the Know blast.
Printed copies are
available outside the
office. Look for that
bright yellow sheet
that fronts pages & pages of, well, rules,
guidelines & also what you may face if
you ignore them.

Is this Moose-ic to
your ears (or antlers)?
Daylight Saving Time
starts Sunday March 14.
Spring forward 1 hour.
Also, it’s a great time to
change your smoke & CO
detector batteries…
FROM OUR COMPLIANCE DIRECTOR:
Per our CC&Rs all property owners are
responsible to maintain the exteriors of
their homes.
Vegetation is to be kept trimmed and
maintained, and the street area in front of
homes must be clean and clear of weeds.
Trees and shrubs are to be trimmed so
as not to impede traffic and also to allow
for a clear view of oncoming traffic in both
directions.
Let’s all work together to keep our
beautiful little community just that!
— Jan Towers
BE WILY ABOUT COYOTES: This from
our In the Know blaster, Cindy Woody,
about coyotes, which are in their mating
season: “Coyotes are
usually pretty shy
around humans. Some
tips: Have a whistle,
don't run or turn your
back, if you have a
strobe light (on your
phone) turn that on, make loud noises, at
home blinking Christmas/decorative lighting. You may want to carry a soda bottle
or can filled with rocks to shake or just
small rocks in your pockets. Do not throw
to harm the coyote but throw at their feet.”
Cindy says other coyote deterrents are
ammonia-soaked rags or a squirt bottle
containing ammonia, cayenne pepper or
vinegar in water.
For your dog’s protection, wildlife officials caution against using retractable
leashes during this coyote season.
To keep coyotes off your property, remove garbage and pet food at night or
store it in a closed container.
Also, coyotes don’t like flashing lights
or loud noises. A motion detector light is
recommended.
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SKERT: (Spring Knolls Emergency Response Team)

Please update emergency info
so we can help you … just in case
By Alan Hanson and
Cindy Woody

Area Coordinators are starting to verify information we have on hand for
Spring Knolls homes.
This information is kept within a
small group of our Emergency Response
Team and is not to "keep tabs" on you.
In case of an emergency, however, it
helps us know how many people to account for.
It also lets our group know if people
need help with walkers, wheelchairs or
if someone is on oxygen. Knowing if
oxygen cylinders are in the house is also
a safety concern.
We know how much our pets mean
to us so if we’re aware of them, we’ll try
to help you with that, too. Our group
can't promise to help or save everyone
in an emergency but we will do the best
we can and aid rescuers.
Your cooperation in updating these
forms or filling one out is greatly appreciated.
— Valentines: Bonnie Casler and the
kids of the WAVES had an idea to
make “Valentines for Veterans”.
Holli got a list of Spring Knolls exmilitary (from Dorothy Vaughn). And
we also received lists for Warm Spring
Knolls and Golf Knolls. Dorothy and
Debbie Adelhelm delivered the valentines on Feb 13 to 27 veterans in Spring
Knolls, 12 in Warm Springs and 8 in
Golf Knolls.
Holli and Cindy Woody also delivered extra valentines to various residents in Spring Knolls, as the WAVES
gave us so many to pass out.
— Flock cameras. We went over the
Flock camera system (See page 1). Wewant to gather license plate info to save
Flock time when looking at vehicles.
Area Coordinators have been getting
the license information from their residents. There is a workaround to regisSign up for ‘In the Know in Spring Knolls’
Call Cindy Woody / 319 239-7797,
or email skcindy2020@yahoo.com

VALENTINES FOR VETS: Holli and Alan
Hanson flank WAVES coordinator Bonnie
Casler before Valentines handmade by children, and candy were distributed Feb. 13 to
dozens of Knolls vets from all three units.

ter people who don’t have email, or are
having trouble entering their information. Residents should call Alan Hanson at 714 493-1709. Murrieta Detective Kris Spencer also advised that residents should always call police in the
event of a problem.

SKERT Wildfire training
What: Training on emergency preparations
in case a wildfire reaches our area.
When: 6 p.m., March 25, one hour.
Who: Open to all Knolls residents. Jacquelyn Carter of the American Red Cross will
conduct it.
Where: Through Zoom.
Zoom link: http://bit.ly/3aB0QyE
Meeting ID: 811 9623 5009
Passcode: 092975
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Area Coordinators of the Month:

Jim & Chris
Bronson
I met Chris in 1982 in Norfolk,
VA, six years after I returned upon
my discharge from the U.S. Navy as
a machinist mate.
Chris had moved to Norfolk in ’81
after completing a Christian outreach service
assignment in
New Orleans.
We met at
the Norfolk
Military Circle
Mall. Chris
Chris and Jim
invited me to a
Bronson
home Bible
fellowship. Until then I had never
seen the Bible’s simplistic beauty.
A year later we married and began overseeing a Bible fellowship in
our home. In 1984, our precious
daughter, Sara, was born.
In 1985, we moved to Washington State where I worked at the
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard as a
Senior Structural Designer. We
also coordinated another home fellowship.
In 1991 we started a four-year inresidence training program at an
Ohio Bible College. After graduating, we coordinated and oversaw
home and statewide fellowship
responsibilities in Utah and Southern California. Chris also worked
as a counselor and life coach. We
have retired from traveling for ministry responsibilities.
Since August 1999, we have lived
in California. Our daughter and her
husband live in San Diego.
We also worked with or coordinated HOA’s where we lived.
We now have the privilege of
serving as Area Coordinators with
the Spring Knolls Emergency Response Team, serving Via La
Rueda. We’re enjoying the wellgroomed and quiet neighborhood
here.
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Ask your . . .

Heins’ fire hydrant
gifted to dog park

Architectural Director

Here are 3 ways
to avoid flooding

H

ank Hein, formerly of Hackensack,
N.J., said his dad would be happy
that his 300-pound fire hydrant is now
resting in the Spring Knolls dog park.
Henry Hein Sr., then Hackensack Water
Dept. superintendent, found the vintage
fixture in a junk yard 60 years ago, painted
it and used it as a garden decoration.
In 1982, Hank Jr. moved it from New
Jersey to homes he and his wife Gail had
in Yakima, WA, Salinas, Thousand Oaks,
and Spring Knolls. Since 1999, the hydrant
has helped decorate their Via Alegre backyard. On Feb. 13, the couple gifted it to
Spring Knolls, and it was moved with help
from Alan Hanson and Robert Raquel.
On Feb. 21, Alan and Holli Hanson honored the Heins’ donation before a gathering that included four current board members as well as past president Ritch Purcell and his wife, Bobbie. A bone-shaped
plaque the Hansons had made for the occasion encircles the non working hydrant.
“I haven’t seen a dog use it yet,” Hank
said. “We almost need a German Shepherd
to break it in.” Or... a Dalmatian?
Asked for their reaction to the gift, several dogs refused to answer other than to
wag their tails. Whatever that means.

Jackie Anderson
Sharon Carey
Linda Gelbmann
Viola Hastings
George Hauge
Joseph Higgitt

Mr. K asked:
“The recent rains
have flooded my
property. Can you
suggest an economical solution?”

Bill’s answer:

Maybe … 1. You
may have blocked gutters. Keep
them clean.
2. Your downspouts (leaders)
may not be directing the water
down and out toward the
street.
3. You may need to install a
“French Drain” or a Dry Well.
HYDRANT HAPPINESS: Hank and Gail Hein
(above) join a dog park gathering Feb. 21 honoring their donation. They had moved the vintage device from Hackensack, N.J. in 1982.
(See more photos on Page 10 of Spring
Knolls News on-line color version)

Laurie Hoskins
Glenetta Hughes
Angela Jackson
Cynthia Klein
Dee Larson
Valerie Lundquist
Carmen Maldonado

Patricia Lee Bourman
(Jan.1, 1941 – Jan.11, 2021)
Via Magnolia

Sussie Profitt
John Reynolds
Cliff Sargent
Norma Tejeda
Ted Vollmer
Jon Weise

Call Bill at 951 240-9065 with
questions about home or yard projects. Permit applications are
available outside the office in the
holders by the bulletin board.

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY!
Diana & Doug Stark

IN MEMORIAM

Michael J. Chavez, Jr.
(July 1937 – Jan.16, 2021)

Robert Guerra
(Nov.1938 – Jan.18, 2021)

Linda Yvonne Rojas
(April 1949 - Oct. 29, 2020)

Via Escarlata

Calle de la Siesta

Via La Rueda

Cecil E. Edwards

Harold Lee Robinson
(Oct. 1926 - Feb. 22, 2021)

(September 1926 - 2021)

Via Azul

Via Norte Vista

(October 1929 - Feb. 24, 2021)
Via La Rueda

Bill Desmond
Architectural
director

Mary Waltraud Sykes

Marie E. Whitfield
(March 1942 – Nov. 7, 2020)
Via Azul

Sonja Lesser Williams
(Feb. 10, 1936 - Dec. 16, 2020)
Via Playa del Rey

James H. Witt
(April 1933 - Feb. 16, 2021)
Via Playa del Rey
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New wall takes
root to battle
erosion, floods
VOLUNTEERS ON RETAINER: Spring and Warm Spring
Knolls volunteers converged at Via La Colina and Via Princesa
on Feb. 8 to build a retaining wall to prevent rain erosion. It will
replace sand bags that had been there. Under Hank Hein’s
direction, Alan Hanson, Eric Klein, George Osorio, Robert
Raquel and Ted Vollmer completed the wall in a matter of
hours, days after a concrete foundation had been laid. (Far
left) Drivers and pedestrians encouraged the workers. One
encouraging passerby left a decorated stone on the wall.

Spring Knolls News Free Classifieds
IKEA POANG CHAIR & OTTOMAN: Very comfortable chair
and ottoman with black cushions
in like new condition. Ikea's least
expensive new chair is $79 and
ottoman is $50. Asking $45 for
both. Call Kitty @ 951 6001791 or kprivate3@gmail.com

DOG WALKER NEEDED: My name is
Cash. I’m a little over a year old, a Maltipoo with a humorous personality who
needs someone to walk me around the
Spring Knolls clubhouse. (I live across
the street). I’m well mannered, sweet
and handsome. Call Joann @
760 448-0137.

Also, RATTAN ARMCHAIR & OTTOMAN. (upper right)
Lovely coastal rattan armchair and ottoman. Great for porches MASKS, PLANTS. Plants,
starting at $2; variety of
and Lanai rooms. Good condition. Asking $35 for both. Call
masks from $4 each. Call
Kitty @ 951 600 1791 or email kprivate3@gmail.com
Elsie @ 951 553-5512
BARBECUE GRILL:
WANTED, BARSTOOLS: Looking for 2-3 tall barstools, with
4-burner gas barbecue grill
backs. Call Joan @ 209 482-6697.
with side burner, tank, cover
and tools. New, $300.
GE ELECTRIC WASHER/DRYER;
Asking $100. Call Hank @
-Size:47.5x26.75W X 75.875 H
951 239-2646
- Dryer: Rotary-electromechanical controls
(dryer) - easy cycle selection
- Washer: 12 wash cycles to handle various
fabrics and soils; 6 wash/rinse temperatures;
1 wash/spin speed combination; speeds
WANTED, PART-TIME HOUSE KEEPER: Two or 3 days
matched to fabric type; Auto-water load sensweekly, 2 or 3 hours daily. $12 per hour.
ing; rotary-electronic controls; bleach and fabCall Bill @ 951 212-1348.
ric softener dispensers; cycle status lights.
Asking $500. Call George @ 858 837-0027.
MATTRESS UNDER PADS: 25 new
day and night protection pads for matHANDYMAN: Painting, electric, yard work, pet care, plumbtresses. Maximum absorbency, 30” x
ing, appliance repair, etc. Steve Lopez @ 626 622-4552.
36”. Asking $15. Call Kitty @ 951 600
1791 or email kprivate3@gmail.com
DRIVING SERVICE: To doctors, store, etc. $16/hour.
Steve Lopez @ 626 622-4552
TRAMPOLINE: Rebounder mini

trampoline. Great exercise for adults
or children. Folds in half, good condition. Asking $35.Call Kitty @ 951
600 1791 or email:
kprivate3@gmail.com

Spring Knolls News Classifieds
If you have items to sell or want to buy or are offering or seeking a service, email your ad to the Spring Knolls News at
tscjnews@gmail.com by the 15th of the month or send a copy to
the Unit 1 office. Ads are for Spring Knolls residents ONLY.
Include brief descriptions of items and a phone number.
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A Florida connection…

IT’S A SNAP: A screen shot shows Alan Hanson’s pickup on the Flock system.

Cameras ...

Signing up for the SafeList

1. Go to https://bit.ly/3t8WwOP
(2nd last figure is a zero, not capital O)
Knolls is the epicenter of this because 1. Enter your name
it’s the first (unit) when you drive up.” 2. Enter your email and street address.
Here’s how the system works. Day or 3. Enter your license plate number(s)
night the Flock cameras activate when
with a comma after each number if
they detect motion, snapping clear
more than one vehicle. Include liphotos up to 75 feet away. When it’s
cense numbers of any regular visidark, high resolution night vision capators (caregiver, family members).
bility is activated.
4. Create a password
The cameras not only capture color
5. Click on Register
images of rear license plates, but also
identify which entrance the vehicle
eras, to determine if the program
used, its general color, manufacturer
should continue. Alan says early indiand details such as whether it’s a
cations are positive. He said a resident
hatchback or convertible.
reported her home security camera had
The motion sensors also detect pecaptured images of a man seemingly
destrians, animals, bicycles, motorcy- casing her porch. Moments later he
cles and golf carts.
left. She said she saw the man drive off
The system will also relay any license in a distinctive red-and white car.
data to Murrieta Police if it comes from Although the resident didn’t get the
a reported stolen vehicle or involves a license plate, from the car’s description
person with an outstanding warrant.
Alan was able to identify it from a
That’s where license registration
Flock photo taken a short time earlier.
helps. Investigators can save valuable The Flock database indicated that it
time if they don’t need to check on li- was the first time the car had entered
cense plates of vehicles owned by
the Knolls since the program began
Knolls residents.
Feb. 1. No specific crime was commitEach snapped photo is stored in the ted, but police were given the informaInternet Cloud for at least 30 days be- tion in case the person becomes a perfore it’s erased. Local administrators
son of interest in any future activity.
can access the Cloud information
Despite an HOA flyer asking people
through their computers and smart
to sign up, Alan said that as of Feb. 24,
phones, Alan said. He added that beonly about 68, or less than 20%, of
fore the older photos are erased, they
Spring Knolls residents have done so.
can be copied locally.
He added that no residents from the
The three units will be monitoring other units had registered, but efforts
are underway to ensure they do.
the effectiveness of the Flock cam

From page 1

I just want to say “thank you.” For
what? you might ask. I’ll tell you.
I moved to South Florida from Calle
de la Siesta five years ago after 22
happy years there but, as one might
say, “You can take a person out of
Spring Knolls but you can’t take
Spring Knolls out of the person.”
To stay connected I read the
monthly newsletter online each
month, and was surprised and
delighted to see my name on the Valentine heart (February Spring Knolls
News) as a former volunteer!
“What did I do?” I put together the
newsletter each month for quite a few
years. It had a more “grassroots” look
than when I’d type it and bring it to
Office Depot to have copies run off.
Nothing was online at that time. It’s
come a long way in these few years
and I will continue to read and enjoy
it! Keep up the good work.
Kate Grieder
Delrey Beach, FL

(Thanks Kate! Readers can forward the
Spring Knolls News online color version to
former residents and family after it comes
out in In the Know in Spring Knolls or
through theknollofmurrieta.org Readers can enlarge the online color version’s photos and text for easier viewing –
The editor )
The Spring Knolls News welcomes letters
of 250 words or less. Letters must be legible,
and are subject to editing. Letters deemed
libelous, hateful, racist, or including personal
attacks will not be published. Letters must
include the writer's name and will run on a
space-available basis. Letters should include
the author's phone number in case of questions. Email to tscjnews@gmail.com , drop
off at clubhouse office, or, send to:

Letters to the Editor
c/o Ted Vollmer
38441 Via La Paloma
Murrieta, CA 92563
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Knolls entryway getting major facelift
Before

Feb. 22, 2021

1

5

2

6

4
CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: (1&2) Before and current photos of the Knolls Western
entrance along Via Princesa. Work continues on this side with help of volunteers from Units 1
& 2. (3) George Osorio cuts a plant hole in a sheet of weed retardant before gravel is
poured over the area. (4) The median island across from the project area also was recently
landscaped. (5) Robert Raquel prepares an area for decorative rock. (6) Rock formations,
plants and even an alligator decorate a portion of the landscaped area.

(See more photos, next page, and Alan Hanson’s story, page 3.)

3
Photos by Alan Hanson, George
Osorio and Ted Vollmer
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So, what do you give
a dog park that thought
it had everything?
1
A Hydrant’s Journey,
1940s to 2021*
 From East Orange factory
to Hackensack, N.J. 19 miles
 From Hackensack to
Yakima, WA
2,772 miles
 From Yakima to Salinas,
CA
795 miles
 From Salinas to Thousand
Oaks, CA
275 miles
 From Thousand Oaks to
Spring Knolls
119 miles
 From Hank & Gail Hein’s
home to park < than 1 mile

Total: 2,962 miles
*all distances approximate

3
2

4

GONE TO THE DOGS: Hank and Gail Hein “lugged”
Hank’s Dad’s old hydrant from Hackensack to Murrieta
and points in between. (1) For more than 20 years the
hydrant was part of their garden. (2.) The Heins, Holli
Hanson and Alan Hanson dedicate the vintage hydrant during a gathering at the park on Feb. 21. (3.)
Alan Hanson, his dog Dodger, and Robert Raquel
flank Hank after planting the hydrant in the dog park on
Feb. 13. (4.) Ritch Purcell and his wife Bobbie were
among the onlookers at the dedication. Ritch and Hank
worked together years ago when Ritch was president.

See full story on Page 6.

43

Photos by Hank Hein, Holli Hanson, Cindy Woody, Sandy Vollmer

Via La Colina overlook has e-grets; no re-grets
A WORK IN
PROGRESS: A
lone egret resting
on Via La Colina,
recently admires
the landscapingwork that Henry
Kantrowitz of
Warm Spring
Knolls and others
have been doing.
Over the past
four years, Henry
has planted more
than 200 trees
and flowers, and
he and other volunteers have
added other features for birds
and strollers including feeders,
benches and a
small pond..

