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From the 2021
Board of Directors

Springtime blooms on Via La Colina

We’re still under semi-closure orders, but the clubhouse is open to small groups (up
to 8) to play cards, billiards, or ping pong. Remember that these are meant to be
informal get togethers for recreation. No parties or family gatherings. Any group
larger than 8 or involving more than 50% guests must have board approval.
The April General Membership Meeting is scheduled for April 11th at 3 p.m.
Weather permitting we’ll hold it in the outdoor breezeway and we will require masks
and social distancing. Hope to see you there!
See Nancy’s article on the Pool/Spa deck project. It’s getting underway soon! Once
it is completed, the streets project being managed by Jim Francis will begin.
Reminder: Garage Sales are held once a year as a community wide event, only.
Individual garage sales are not allowed. Residents can hold a single-family Estate
Sale after WSK Board authorization. Estate Sale companies are not allowed to
bring off-site inventory to your estate sale.
Our board does do periodic late night/early morning patrolling of our streets, issuing
notices of parking violation to cars parked on the street after hours (10 pm – 6 am).
Frequent violators will be fined. Temporary street parking permits are available for
special circumstances. Contact the office for more information or for a permit.

You Ought to Know…
Covid Vaccinations
There are so many ways to get a
covid vaccination in Murrieta, that it
can get a bit confusing. Get help by
asking your doctor or go online and
search for “Covid Vaccine Near Me”.
Also, you can search for ‘AARP Covid
Vaccination’. AARP has a list with
links of places to go. Recently, a
resident spoke with the pharmacist at
Albertsons and got placed on their
wait list. Two days later they got a
call to come in!
Tax Filing Deadline
The 2021 filing deadline for Federal
taxes and for California state taxes
has been extended from April 15 to
May 17.
Community-wide Garage Sale!
Golf Knolls has decided to hold the
annual community garage sale on
Saturday, April 17, 7am to 1pm.
Since that will bring lots of vehicular
traffic through our community, it
makes sense for us to participate as

well. If you do plan to put out tables of
stuff for sale, be sure to decide on your
masking and social distancing requirements of your customers. You don’t
have to allow mask-less customers.
Regardless of whether you participate or
not, please be careful on the street.
Few drivers willingly limit their speed to
20 mph.
Contractor Safety
Most contractors are ethical and are just
interested in getting a job done well. But,
to be safe, have a friend or relative on
site with you when a contractor is on
site. Remember… Safety in Numbers!
Safe Cities
Safewise, a home security company,
analyzes crime statistics and produces
annual reports that rank cities by safety.
In their 2021 report, 230 California cities
met their criteria for consideration of
safest cities in California (population,
etc.). Murrieta ranked 20th! Temecula
came in at # 73.
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2021 Volunteers
Activities
Sherry Tatar
951-536-4604

From the Treasurer
WSK HOA Financials as of

March 31, 2021

Audit Committee
Woody Smith
951-760-6133

Operating Account:
Reserve Checking:
Reserve Savings:

$ 53,034
$ 180,616
$ 134,467

Clubhouse Rental
Marsha Brinker
951-219-3691

Total Balance:

$ 368,017

Emergency Prep
Holly Martinez
559-816-0635
Library
Pierce & Norma Box
951-696-1070
Newsletter
Glenn Ingraham
951-642-2897

Senior Advocate
Shelby Price
951-461-7557
Website
James Sebring
760-294-1122
Welcome Committee
Judy Raleigh
480-202-3009
Teri Quinn
541-788-8293
Holly Martinez
559-816-0635
Yard Maintenance Com.
Shirley Sebring
760-522-9262

Murrieta Senior Center
(951) 304-7275
Police (non-emergency)
(951) 304-2677
Waste Management
(trash bin replacement)

(714) 558-7761

WSK Book Club
Call Marcia at
951-440-5611

WSK HOA
General Membership
Meeting
Sunday, April 11th
3 pm

Money Talk: Scammers – James Sebring
Let’s have a change of pace and talk about your money and how SCAMMERS
take it. Like me, you may ask why the same old scams seem to be around year
after year… Yes Charlie Brown, it’s because they work! Scammer weapons: Fear,
Hope, Love. Most scams come to you by phone; the safest answer when in doubt is “JUST
HANG UP”. The IRS, Social Security, and computer/internets companies “WILL NOT CALL
(or EMAIL) YOU TO TELL YOU THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH YOUR TAXES, SS#, OR PC”! If
there is any doubt or if you receive a Robo-Call, HANG UP, and then call them back. In
most cases you will not be able to reach the caller since they typically use invalid phone
numbers. There is a whole section on common scams on the Bulletin Board page of our
Website: www.theknollofmurrieta.org. Stay safe and “Just Hang Up.”
Helpful websites: FTC Sentinel Report, and the AARP Fraud Watch Network. Don’t have a
computer but have questions? Call me at (951) 368-3419.

Yard Maintenance Committee (YMC) – Shirley Sebring
Well, the last few rains certainly have got the green stuff growing, and that
includes weeds. I myself have many annoying little sprouts that need attention. The good news is that we have also had some nice days which allows
us to get them taken care of. I have seen many of our residents out in their
yards working hard. They are taking care of the weeds, sure. But they are also
cleaning up, organizing their yards and carports, and keeping their trash and recycle
bins in the proper places. Basically, just being a good neighbor and beautifying their
properties. Thank you to all!
But of course, there will always be a few yards that need attention and a few
neighbors that need a little nudge. Which is why the YMC will make its first official
rounds in the next two weeks. Letters will be sent to the properties that need
improvement. As I said, the letters are meant as a nudge, which usually does the
trick. Of course, if it doesn’t then we will get Rick, the Architectural Director,
involved. Don’t forget that the Board and the YMC understand that some folks may
have special circumstances when it comes to complying with our rules on yard
maintenance. If you do, give me a call at 760-522-9262 to discuss.
I want to thank my Committee Member this year, Josie Ingraham (this is her third
year on the committee), for her support and work in this endeavor, I couldn’t do this
without her. Or without the support from the caring neighbors we meet while doing
this work for our community.

Changes to The Knolls Website:

www.theknollofmurrieta.org

Recent improvements to our website includes Classified ads, Lost Pets Report, new
“Services” Page. Jim Sebring is looking for new ways to meet the needs of our community.
Do you have an idea? Go to the website and send
him an email or give him a call. Whatever you do,
be sure to check out the website!
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WSK 2020-21 Streets Project – Jim Francis
The project has been delayed which means I really can’t say ‘April Asphalt
Brings May Seal-coat’ as I had planned.
The work cannot begin until
after the pool deck project is finished. The good news is that the streets
project scope has been expanded to capture those areas on our streets
that need the most attention. The plan is as follows:
Phase 1 - patch repair on La Colina & clubhouse parking lot
Phase 2 - starts 30 to 45 days after Phase I is completed. As you can see
on the drawing, this an ambitious seal-coating effort, involving 90% of our
streets. Work will be accomplished in several smaller sections, spread out
over three to four days to hopefully minimize your inconvenience.
Affected streets include: Via La Colina, Via Del Largo, Via Arboleda, Calle
Calusa, Via Escarpado, Via La Paloma, and the WSK Clubhouse Parking Lot
Please note, Phase 2 will create some inconveniences: - there can be no
driving or walking on freshly sealcoated streets for at least 12 hours
after its applied - so plan ahead to leave vehicles and carts parked on
unaffected nearby streets if you will be needing them.
Specific scheduling details will be passed along to you via future
Newsletters and/or flyers as we get closer to the actual street repair work.
Call me if you have questions: 951-440-2215

Critters R Us
Got a snake or other critter? Don’t
kill it! Just keep an eye on it from
a distance and call or text:

Henry

Glenn

951-202-1130

951-642-2897

We’ll relocate it to a safe
place - FREE

Facilities Update – Nancy Misko
We are happy to announce that the pool/spa deck replacement
project will get underway in early April. All of the old concrete
(first poured back in the early 1970s) will be broken up and carted away.
Then we’ll make any necessary repairs to the pool plumbing, and the drain
lines around the pool and spa will be replaced. Finally, the new pavers
will be installed Throughout the pool and spa deck areas. The project is
expected to take up to 4 weeks. The entire pool and spa area will be
closed during construction, although you can view the progress from the
large windows in the clubhouse. Depending on the Riverside County
restrictions, we hope to have the pool and spa open in the days following
the completion of the project… early May? Thanks for your patience.

Weed Control Mixture
•
•
•

Epsom salts - 1 cup
Vinegar - 1 gallon
Dawn Dishwashing Liquid - 1
Tablespoon
Combine and pour into a spray bottle,
and spray! One coating usually does
the trick but be ready for a second one.
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Senior Advocate – Shelby Price
4 Hints to Make New Habits Stick
Build confidence - Focus on strategies that play to your
strengths & your skills. Consider how you have succeeded in
the past and build your plan from there.
Create a routine - Set realistic goals --the more successful you
are, the easier it will be to stay motivated.
Focus on what you are adding to your life - Celebrate success
as you notice even the smallest positive changes in how you
look & feel; it will give you the momentum to keep going.
Make your program your own - The more you make your
program work for you, the less likely you are to rebel against
it. Figure out what it takes-- within reason-- to make your
healthy lifestyle pleasurable & sustainable.

Pet-Scam Alert
- from Mo Middleton, Chief Animal Control Officer

There is a growing problem. Scam criminals find or abduct dogs
and then advertise the dog for sale. Be careful when buying a dog
from a private party, or when purchasing an animal advertised as a
"rescue animal". Make sure you know the seller is reliable.

A Note on Street Parking: Our rules state that overnight
street parking is prohibited from 10 pm to 6 am unless a
permit has been obtained from an HOA Board Member.

Registering Your Vehicle with the
Flock Security System
As you may know by now, there are
special license plate reading cameras at
the East and West entrances to our
Knolls communities. The security system
behind the cameras maintains a list of all
vehicles entering The Knolls. Flock
Security allows residents to register their
vehicles so that the vehicles are logged
as ‘Resident’ vehicles when they are
recorded by the cameras. To get your
vehicle registered, contact Rick at 559816-9240 or Nancy at 805-268-0523.
Registration is not mandatory.

It Won’t be Long!
- Marsha Brinker

Can you believe how lovely it is outside? Makes me
long for fun activities with friend and neighbors! As
soon as we can, Dance Class will start again. Let’s get
ready by stretching and moving to music. Hope
everyone can remember all the dance steps! I’m sure
we can get ‘back in the groove’ with just a few classes.
I am working with our Activities Director to set up
dances in the evening. These will be co-ed dances and
will give us a chance to show off our moves!
Until we Dance Again…
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WSK Outdoor Notes
- by Henry
Last month I told you about the “Wile E. Coyote" pest control company. Coyotes are one of our
natural rodent controllers that visit our neighborhood to consume all the rats, mice, and rabbits
they can find. Recently, I discovered another rodent controller living right at Via La Colina and Calle de Escarpado.
Here’s what happened…
Three years ago, I placed a woodpecker sized nest box in one of the five locust trees along the canyon rim across from
my home (my father and I planted those trees 41 years ago!). The woodpeckers never got a chance to make it a home
because a bee colony took up residence first. Then, about 6 months ago I noticed the bees had abandoned the nest.
Fearing that the bees had been driven out by ants, I used my ladder to go up into the tree and check it out. I peered into
the nest box entrance hole and saw unfamiliar tail feathers on the bottom of the box. I investigated a little further by
gently lifting the hinged lid. Lo and behold there was a baby Western Screech Owl almost completely feathered looking
back at me. I was thrilled because the diet of this chick and its mom and dad includes small mammals, such as, mice, rats
and pocket gophers, as well as small snakes, beetles, spiders, scorpions and other insects. It looks like they’ll be working
our area and getting rid of some of our unwanted inhabitants.
If you’re handy, building a nest box for owls can be an inexpensive and rewarding way to help cut down on the rodent
population (you can also buy them online). I use Google and YouTube to see how to make different types of bird nest
boxes. By the way, three types of owls live in our area, western screech owls, barn owls and great horned owls. All
require a different size nest box. All catch mice and rats for a living, which is another reason to not use poison!

Looking for a
Friend that will
Love you Always?
One waits just for you!
Call “Friends of the Valley” 951-506-5069

Recycling Practices – from Henry
Putting trash in the recycle bin could cause you to lose your
recycling privileges. If trash is observed in your gray bin, the
bin will be removed by Waste Mgmt. Just a few items of trash
in the gray bins can ruin the entire contents for Waste Mgmt to
recycle. If you are not sure if an item is recyclable, it is better
to throw it in the regular (brown/slate/maroon) trash bin.
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Other Stuff in WSK
The weather is warming and that means critters are on the move.
Thanks to the Allen’s
on Via Estrella, and
to the Box’s on
Arboleda for alerting
Henry and Glenn
after each had
recently discovered
an unwanted guest
on their property.

This little guy is the one in the picture on
the left after being released far from
people. Off in search of mice.

Be sure to look carefully in your garden and around your home.
If you see one of these mouse and rat eaters, leave it alone and
call Glenn or Henry to remove it for you.

Rick and Holly have a way of
saying “Come in and be welcome”
The Man builds a nice bench! Bud takes a break
on a bench he recently built for Spring Knolls. He
does the whole thing by hand from scratch. Take
a cruise around the neighborhood and see if you
can count all the benches he has built… so far!
RECYCLABLES

– from Henry

That Can Be Placed in Your Gray Recycling Bin

Like any other act of
kindness, seeing Chris
and Linda’s gift of beauty
to their neighbors makes
you want to stop and
say, “Thanks!”
So many folks in WSK do
so much to brighten the
lives of others.

•
•
•
•
•

Clean or semi-clean empty plastic bottles, glass
bottles/jars or plastic containers without lids/caps.
Clean metal cans of any type, including aluminum
Plastic cups
Paper (junk mail, envelopes, and magazines)
Clean Cardboard and grey-fiber egg cartons (not
the foam/plastic kind). Clean pizza boxes.

Non-Recyclables: Everything else!!

WSK Newsletter – April 2021

Page 7

Scruffy says… “Keeping Watch”
It’s oily-sweet musky smell gave it away. Now I knew it was coming. I strained to catch a glimpse of it in
the blackness of this strangely dark night. Where was the light of the moon, of the stars? I stood on my
porch in utter darkness, tension from my tail to my nose, my hackles almost painfully rigid. I realized I
stood in complete silence. The air felt thick with it. Even the deepest night is alive with night things chirruping
and scurrying about their business. But on this strange night I heard nothing, until… the barest crunch of claws on
earth. Like steps being carefully taken. Stalking steps. Coming this way. But where? Outside the fence I hoped. I
didn’t move. I wouldn’t anyway. If I didn’t stand, who would? I had been named Protector. I would stand. I’m
not a big dog, but I’m tough. I can fight. I would protect. How many were out there? I focused and listened hard
and heard… long nails digging into the dirt. And a sliding… or dragging sound. Like a heavy swollen body pulling
itself by its claws through the dirt. Towards me. I knew it would have a gaping mouth filled with long sharp teeth.
I looked around quickly, my eyes darting to each shadow in the yard, outlined against the darker night. A scraping
sound came from right behind me! I yelped and spun and fell. My eyes flew open… and I saw stars. Real stars in
the night above me.
I had fallen asleep in my nightly vigil on the porch and had had the dream again. Something nameless, something
formless coming. To invade my home, to take, to hurt those that I love. I won’t let that happen. I love this life I
have now, and I will defend it. My life Before Here, was… hard. There wasn’t much space in that moment by
moment struggle of my first few years to care much for anything but myself. But then, my person found me. And
I found him. He gave me a lap to sleep on and food and water. Every day! Through his warm patience I learned
that I had a job: To make his life better with my own patient love. And, I found that he needed my love. And to
my surprise I found that others needed me, too. Meems needed me and I became her best friend, and she mine.
And Nana, her person who’s gone now, needed me. And with each new day in this amazing life, I found more
friends and more persons that mattered, that I could make a difference for. Like there was this big job out there
that no one knew about, until someone stepped in to do it. And now that I have this life, I’m not going to let
anyone, or anything take it.
Yes, I have been named Protector. I still don’t know why or protector of what. Little Zsazy? Or is it bigger than
that? I don’t understand much of what happened on that strange trip that Little Limpy and I made to find Zsazy
when she ran off. I don’t understand that little house at the end of the clearing that was somehow dim and hard
to see? And I certainly don’t understand what happened inside it. All I do know is that someone or something
important in that house had named me. Chosen me to do something that matters. But what?! Little Limpy says
I’ll twist my tail worrying about it. That was easy for him to say. He wasn’t the one who scented the… other.
Something new lurks in the neighborhood. And maybe that is what I’m supposed to do something about. So I’ve
spent each night since, on the porch. Sometimes, I think I sense its nearness. When I do sense it, maybe by
catching the barest scent of it on the last breeze of late afternoon, I quickly look directly where I think it should be
and… nothing. But if I turn my head a bit to one side, and squint my eyes, I catch a glimpse of a form slipping into
the shadows. Disappearing.
After one especially long night on the porch, I came in the next morning and told Meems that I had seen eyes in
the shadows of the hedge across the street. Silver eyes, glinting in the moonlight. They seemed to be watching
me. I had watched back. Then I yawned (Hey, this nighttime vigil stuff is tiring!) and when I looked again, they
were gone. Meems had listened, then nuzzled my cheek with hers.
“Thanks for caring so much”, she whispered to me. “But Scruff”, she said, backing up to look me in the eye. “Do I
need to worry about you?”
“Nope”, I said and licked her nose. “Not a bit. Whatever is out there, or was out there, is probably gone by now
anyway. I mean, once it saw it was me standing guard it probably fled for its life.” I gave her my best ‘We’re fine’
smile and tail-wag then fell into my bed and was instantly asleep. Still, I’ve spent each night since, on the porch. I
don’t want to scare her, but I don’t think it’s gone. Not by a long shot.

